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Preface

Over the past ten years, Bundelkhand region has been experiencing regular
episodes of severe drought, obstructing the growth and development of the
region to a great extent. In a region where 75% of the population is dependent
on agriculiure and %6% of the income comes solely from agriculiure and
livestock, drought has left the economy in a crippled state.

In order to provide relief fo the population, the government infroduced various
schemes with the aim te deliver aid, help recovery and build resiience in the
region. However, there have been many lapses in the implementation of these
schemes due to which the entiflements and rights of the local people have
been undermined.

ActionAid India's Uttar Pradesh & Uttarakhand Regional Office with the support
of UNICEF worked with the drought affected communities in six districts of
Bundelkhand namely Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Jalaun and
Lalitpur; to check the bottlenecks in the Drought Relief Medsures undertaken by
Government. We organized interface cum consultations, public meetings,
public hearings and mobilization around entitlements, raising the issue of the
structural and functional reasons behind the gaps in access of entitlements and
rights by the community. At the same time, we collected data and information
from the community regarding their issues and capiured stories with potential
solutions for those problems. The assessment was camied out on the basis of
various participatory approaches such as focused group discussion, community
meetings, conversations with available stakeholders in villages and social
mapping exercises. The lists of various issues faced by communities were made
with the help of both individuals and the community, and the lists were signed
by both individuals and representatives of the community to minimize
possibilities of errors in the process of the preparation of lists. Issues like
functioning of public distribution system, availability and access of drinking
water, condifion of livestock, extent of compensation provided to farmers and
implementation of Mid-Day Meal scheme, Integrated Child Development
Services, Mahatma Gandhi NMational Rural Employment Guaraniee Act, Hausla
Poshan Yojana were taken into consideration in the project.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Chronic Drought in Bundelkhand: A report on how communities are coping
seeks fo provide a detailed understanding of the vulnerable condition of the
communities in the region and the issues faced by them. It highlights the
attempts to resclve the gaps in implementation thereby bringing forth the
impact of the project.

The report is a collaborative effort of various allied organizations and friends. We
hope it provides a detailed picture of the condifion and our work. We request
readers to please share thoughts and suggestions to this discourse.

In solidarity

Khalid Chaudhry
Regional Manager, ActionAid India
(Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Regional Office)

Chronie Drought in Bundelkhand



Executive Summary

Drought in Bundelkhand has affected 80% of the population living in 7 districts of
Uttar Pradesh. Regular drought coupled with unseascnal rainfall has affected
four seasons of crop in the area. This has created a direct devastating impact
on people’s lives as it affected water availability, agriculture, livelihoods, food
production and food security.

In response to the acute drought, the Govermmenl declared the Drought
Package 2015 which included a detailed support system fo compensafte the
loss during the drought. Keeping in view of the severe drought situation the
Government had declared the Drought Package 2015. Unforfunately, the
support failed to reach the grass-root level leading to dissatisfaction and
hopelessness among the people.

ActionAid India’s Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Regional Officer aleng with
many other civil society organisations and social movements respended to the
drought in & districts of Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh reaching out to the most
marginalized and in sclidarity with them advocated for relief and other support
from the state. To complement our work on drought, we alsc conducted a study
to capture the crises and the response to the crisis. Village surveys covering 538
villages, 50-55 villages in 10 blocks of é districts were part of the process. The
assessment was conducted during the month of August to October of 201 6.1

Strategies for Effective Implementation

The project focused on strategically enhancing the condition of the
communities. First of all, this required selection and capacity building of the
team warking in the areas. Then the aim was to increase awareness among the
communities and mobilize the community into action so that they file
applications, paricipate in public meetings and hearings and monitor the
implementation of various schemes. Make them realise the importance of social
audit for transparency in the schemes and micro-planning of works to be done
for water conservation to combat with drought.

Findings: A detailed view of the Prevalent Condition

Avdilakility of drinking water is insufficient due to dysfunctional water sources
leaving 37% of the villages still under water crisis. With only 10% of the sanctioned

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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food actually distributed to livestock, field reports reveal that thousands of cattle
were left abandoned or died. All the families in the area would have met their
food and nutritional requirements if public distribution system, mid-day meal
scheme, Integrated Child Distribution Services would have been operating
accurately. However, food shorfage continues owing to the lagpse in the
functioning. Reach and regularity of these provisions was unsatisfactory.
Thousands of farmers are yet to get compensation for their crops affected by
the drought. Furthermore, MGNREGA., a source of alternative wages failed fo
support the people owing 1o the delayed payments of the wages. All of this
directly affected the migration pattem in the area with more and more people
choosing to migrate in search of better livelihood,

Efforts and Impact of the Project

Numerous village level committees were formed fo increase community
involverment and channelize community effort. Through sustained efforts to
enhance community awareness and participation in their issues, filing of
applications was undertaken with the assistance of the organization's feam.
Over a 12,000 applicants have filed and shared more than 400 applications at
block, tehsil and district level to put forth the problems faced by the pecple.

As a result, many households in the National Food Security Act List which were
earlier deprived of rafion starfted getfting rafion and more eligible households
were included in the list. Repairing and chlorination of water sources was
undertaken. Hausla Poshan Yojona became operational in humerous
Anganwadi centres and quality of mid-day meals was improved. Furthermore,
new job cards were made under MGNREGA and many workers got their
pending wages,

Success Stories

Through its efforts, the project was able to make a difference in the prevailing
scenario which has been recorded in the form of stories. These are about
payment of wages under MGNREGA, better cropping techniques,
improvements in schools and Anganwadi centres, increased food security and
adoption of water conservation.

Recommendations

Recommendations include ideas for establishing relief as a right for communities
affected by emergencies including drought and various steps that can be
undertaken for sustainable development and equitable distribution of rescurces
and their access of all community members.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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1.Background of the Study (Introduction)

1.1 Scenario of Drought at National Level

Drought 2015-16 has affected more than 330 milion people in maore than 2.5
lakh villages of 266 districts from 11 states. It has had a devastating impact on
people's lives as it affected water availability, agriculture, livelihoods, food
production and food security, natural resources and also put a huge burden

on exchequer.

Sr. State Total Districts Blocks / Villages
No. Districts | declared Talukas declared as
as declared Drought
Drought = as Drought Affected
Affected Affected
1 Odisha 30 27 235 29077
2 Jharkhand 24 | 22 238 27637
3 Madhya 51 44 289 42829
Fradesh
4 | Chattisgarn 27 | 25 117 16878
5 | Maharashira 3 | 28 160* 15747
& Andhra 13 10 359 974
. Pradesh _ _ -
_7 | Telangana 10 7 231 5519
| 8 | KRamnataka 30 27 137 22759
9 | Uttar Pradesh 75 50 224 72014
10 | Rajasthan 3 | 19 120 14487
11| Gujorat 33 | 5 e 9940
' Tolal 362 284 2,110* 256 917

Taple 1: Area affected by Drought in Different Stafes

Consistent rainfall deficit for two years and failure of four agriculture seasons
has worsened the situation. But there is a broad cansensus that more than
rainfall deficit, the policies and practices in relation to surface and ground
water use, cropping patterns, neglect of rain-fed areas and micro-irigation,
skewed investment priorities, dwindling efficiency of big dams, pricritizing big

11
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solutions over local peoples knowledge and experience and the failure fo
ensure timely relief and mitigation measures, has collecfively led to the crisis.

........ — : : . ; | Central and State Governments’

&

praboass, THE DROUGHTHIT response to  the crisis were
. AREAS IN INDIA - APRIL 2076 . .
insufficient to address the scale
e i and extent of the emergency

FARILTAN Ry
-------

situation. Parched lands with not
a drop of water, milions of
“ people migrating in search of
e J, " ™ | water and work, distress sales of
gl v R livestock and other assefs,
reservoirs and water bodes
becoming bone dry, tankers and
railway wagons supplying water,
the need for issuing prehibitory
s eyl Y orders under Section 144 of the
3 % ... | Criminal Procedure Code to
- avert conflict among people
e i R queuving up for water at water
3 sources - together present a grim
Figure 1: Map showing the severely hit Drought | picture across the country. Rural
Affected Areas in India communities across the spectrum
[Source; nttp Fwww rmossoSindio comimansindio/drouabt orone vidte dffeetad b'y" DEDUth 2015-
e 16, but emergency situations like
these have a differential impact on people, thus the landless poor, small and
marginal farmers, women and children and most vulnerable population (old,
single women, persons with disability etc.) were the worst affected ones.

1.2 Scenario of Drought at State Level - Uttar Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh has been roiled by three successive crop failures due to
drought and unseasonal rains. The situation caused by extensive damage to
Rabi crop consecutively due to hailstorm and unseasonal rains and drought
has worsened the life of small and marginal farmers and poor people living in
the affected districts. The successive crop failures had a convulsive impact
on people: especially small and marginal farmers and wage labourers from

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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worsening hunger fo mass exodus of enfire villages in the drought affected
districts.

Due to the situation of drought 2015-16. widespread infense crisis of food,
nutrition, drinking water, health gilments, and fodder for animals was visible in
villages: small and marginal farmers were unable to pay off their mounting
crop debts, due to recurring crop failure. The crisis of feeding the destitute,
especidlly old persons, women and children had been critical and they were
suffering the most in that situation. The state government had declared 50
districts as drought-hit in Uttar Pradesh on 19" November, 2015. The affected
districts, spread evenly across the state, either received less than 60 percent
rain from June to September 2015 or more than 33 percent crops have been
destroyed.

R i 1 D) ]
— TR R P

Figure 2: Drought offected 50 districts of Uttar Pradesh declared by Govt, of Uttar
Pradesh. The boundaries of the Project districts are encircled in black

1.3 Scenario of Drought in Bundelkhand

Bundelkhand was amongst the worst drought affected region within Uttar
Pradesh. Even though water scarcity has been prevalent in the region and it
was not a new phenomenon, the cumulative impact of poor mitigation
measures and tofal ignorance to the plight of the people had rendered the

13




region parching with one of the worst droughts it had ever seen.
Bundelkhand, a region home to 7 disincts of Uttar Pradesh had a population
density of less than one-third of the UP state average. 79% of its people live in
the rural greas of which one-third households are officially Below Foverty Line
[BPL) entitling them to state's welfare schemes. Over 75% of Bundelkhand's
population continues to depend on agriculture, while 96% of the tatal
income is raised from agriculture and livestock together. 30% of this
population has a land holding between 1-2 acres. The region has been
facing recurrent droughts coupled with unseasonal rainfalls due to which four
seasons of crops have been badly affected - Kharif and Rabi of 2014-15 and
Kharif and Rabi of 2015-16. This has also resulted in a steep spurt in the
average temperatures. The situation was anticipated to only get worse with
the soaring temperatures.

In Bundelkhand region all the 7 districts of Uttar Pradesh had been declared
drought affected by the government and 80% of the people had been
affected by the crises mentioned above. These had impacted not only in
scarcity of food and water for the marginalized people but also scarcity of
fodder and drinking water for livestock, Further it had led to death of people
in the region and lass of livestock as well.

Keeping in view of the severe drought situation the Government had
declared the Drought Package 2015. It included a wide range of support
promised by Government to compensate the loss. However the ground
reality on the reach of this compensation was not deemed as satisfactory by
people.

14
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2. Government’'s Response to the Drought

State Government declared 50 districts as drought-hit in Uttar Pradesh. 7
districts of Bundelkhand were the worst affected by the drought. In order to
provide the relief support to the affected communities, Government bhas
announced varicus packages and schemes for the drought affected families
and specifically for Bundelkhand region. Stale government took special
measures to combat drought in Bundelkhand.

Main measures included NFSA, MGNREGA, Fodder camps for animals,
provisioning of drinking water, crops loss compensation, repairing and
installation of hand pumps, excavation of ponds, and stopping revenue dues
from farmers.

2.1 Provision for Drought Relief - Mentioned in Government Order of
Uttar Pradesh

1. Recovery of revenue dues from farmers (Land Revenue and Irrigation)
postponed ill 31.03.2016. In  addition, during this peried strict action
cannot be taken against farmers.

2. Fodder camp for animals should be organized. These camps should have
the Arrangement of drinking water, vaccination for livestock's.

3. Inrural and urban areas of drinking water from tankers should be provided

4. In case of 33 % or more of damaged agricultural crops, loss compensation
should be distributed to small and marginal farmers.

5. Regular close monitoring of Drought situation need to be done to stop
starvation (hunger) death and the action plan should be implemented
immediately,

6. Rapid Response Team of Health Department should be consfituted in
these districts through which Distribution of chlorine tablets for water
purificafion and regular disinfection of drinking water sources mainfained
also life-saving drugs should be made available at primary health centers,
and community health centers.

7. Each Gram Panchayat should provide employment each day under
MGNREGA though Gram development department

15
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8. Repairing of hand pumps and new installation of hand pumps should be
done immediately.

9. For smoofhly supply of Drinking water facilities in rural and urban areas,
hands pumps should be repaired immediately

10. Installation/repairing of Shallow, medium and deep tube wells should be
completed in time through minor irrigation department so that availability
of imigation water for farmers can be ensured.

11.For sowing department of Agriculture should distribute Mini kit of seeds to
Small and Marginal farmers.

12. Malfunction of state tube wells should be fixed immediately so that
imigation system can be maintained. Extra Transformer need to be kept so
that timely backup support and maintenance of these tube wells can be
done immediately.

13.In Districts affected by drought electricity connection for fube well on
priority basis should be provided to farmers. That connection should be
provided under RashiriyaKrishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) after receiving Bill of
Loading form (B. & L form).

14.PDS food grains should be provided to Antoyodaya and BPL families

15. All districts of Bundelkhand should have 24 hours electricity supply in rural
areas.

16. Employment under MGNREGA has been increased from 100 days to 150
days.

17.Under MGNREGA excavation of large tanks and ponds should be on
priority basis.

18.Implementation of National Food Security Act from 1st January 2014 in all
the districts of Bundelkhand.

19.To provide fodder for animals compact fodder blocks should be built so
that farmers can be provided fodder for animals immediately.

20. Goat rearing has been proved very useful in Bundelkhand region so goat
rearing program should be promoted.

16
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3. A Brief of the Project

Considering the worst impact of drought in Bundelkhand, the ActionAid India
and UNICEF had undertaken initiative to assess the effectiveness of the
implementation of Government Schemes and Programmes which
government had announced and directives of Supreme Court to combat
with drought. Further it was decided that, the identified gaps during the
assessment will be sorfed out through advocacy with block, disinct and state
level government officials.

The assessment was undertaken during the month of August to October,
2016. 10 blocks of & districts were identified and in every block 50-55 villages
comprising a total of 538 Villages were assessed.

1015 DEQUGHT MOMITORING FOR BUDDLEHAND REGIOM USFNG LATELUTE REMQTE JENIMNG DATA

B 3 A L 1 i
T ——(— e

THiow e e e LT L e e e e LR S ™
o Ew e dim gt e e wh Smares b w2 E— fmw SR T e s R
T sl b i mr B rre————

EShead B Cemawr ity mmi - ey oo B L e g b i borw wenl U nden D275 §oefmeen F el clime et b b araes m Al ek
] g s i il P e ] M.

Figure 3: Drought Severity in Bundelkhand - Mapped by NASA MODIS Sateliite
betwean June and Octobar, 2015, Blocks caonsidered for Assessment are encircled
(edited from original to show redion included in Uttar Pradesh only)
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3.1 Objective of the Project
3.1.1 Primary Objective

The primary objective of the project was to eliminate gaps in the
implementation of drought relief measures undertaken by the government
through community maobilization.

3.1.2 Secondary Objectives

« 3Sensitizing and capacitating the community on their rights to schemes
and entitlements.

* Developing community based monitoring and advocacy systems at the
local level

+ Ensuring effective implementation of various government schemes and
packages through community mobilization and interface with fthe
government.

Hence, the title of the project was decided, “Eliminate gaps in the
implementation of drought relief measures undertaken by the government
through community mobilization and developing community based
meonitoring and advocacy in é Districts of Bundelkhand Region of Utar
Pradesh”.

18
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4. Strategies for Effective Implementation

4.1 Selection of organizations at local level

Under the Project Title: “"Eliminate Gaps in the Implementation of Drought
Relief Measures Undertaken by the Government through Community
Mobilisation and Developing Community based Monitoring and Advocacy in
é Districts of Bundelkhand Region of Uttar Pradesh™ supported by UNICEF,
seven agencies of six districts were identified by ActionAid for effective
implementation of the Project. The Agencies were following:

Arunoday Sansthan, Banda

Diya Welfare Society, Chitrakut
Gramonnati Sansthan, Mahoba

Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Jalaun
Sai Jyoti Gramodyog Seva Samiti, Lalitpur
Samarth Foundation, Hamirpur

Society for Pragatfi Bharat, Lalitpur

NN~

4.2 Selection of Project Area

Within the district, the block and within the block the villages which were
waorst affected by drought were identified. All the 538 identified villages were
revenue villages. The selection of villages was based on Census data of 2011,
according to that we were largeling a lotal of 160,356 households
camprising population size of 881,069 people in which SC and 3T populations
were 214,972 and 33,173 respectively.

4.3 Selection of team at local level

The local agencies were given the responsibility of selection of team at block
level. A block was divided into 5 clusters of 9-12 villages per cluster based on
area and population. One cluster was allocated to one Cluster Coordinator.
So comprising the 5 clusters in a block, the number of villages was ranging
from 50-55 villages per block.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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A brief of the Block-wise Project Area and the Concermn Agencies
| District | Mo, of Block Mo ol | Househeids Tatal s &1 | Cancern |
| Black Wilages | Pepulstion Papidazian Fopulsnon |~ Ageney
i Bandn | 1 Mahusa 0 | 18687 SErGE Fh418 1] fnmodays
- { == Bwihan
Chitrakart i Kaw 5l 18804 10®EEE £a504 A Dirya
Wollare
| amirpur z Kurara 1] | 17560 GE6TE F2487 4 Samarth
Feundatian
St &5 114019 22733 & Samarth
FR i Feandatzm
dalaun i Masdhogarh 54 9&51 SE254 19475 4 | ParmarthSa
| maSevisan
— — R 5
| lsigur | 3 Badhe 55 14711 RG2S 15226 12338 | Seidyeti |
Jsthars | 55 1403 | oMl | 213w 11983 | Saldyat |
hadmaarn 55 12888 10882 14257 arag ' Sacwty for |
Pragati
Mebcbs | 2 Lhaekhar 55| 11542 6418 14332 L} Gramonnati |
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Table 2 Brief of the Block-wise Project Area and the Concern Agencias (As per Cansus 2011]

4.4 Development of Assessment/Survey Format

For identification of gaps in the drought relief measures announced by
Government, an Assessment Survey formal was developed. The developed

format was of vilage level information rather than household

level,

Considering the time-period of the project, it was not feasible to conduct
household level survey of all the villages in such a short span of time and then
reaching the advocacy phase.

The format was finalized aofter the field level testing by team in villages and
considering their feedback for further modifications in it. For getting clear and
similar information from all the team members, 20 types of Annexures for
making list of various issues were developed.

4.4.1 Schemes and Information Covered in Survey Format

In survey format we had, covered following information:

® (Caste-wise Number of Households
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o Caste-wise Population

® Number and Status of Drinking Water Sources (Hand pumps, Supply of
water through water-head tanks or tube-wells, dug-wells)

o Status of Water Purfication and disinfection of Water sources

(Chlorination)

Detail of Livestock and fodder distribution

National Food Security Act, 2013

Integrated Child Development Scheme

Mid-Day Meal Scheme

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005

Land-holding Pattern-wise Farmers Details

Farmer's Loans from Bank and Money-lenders

Details of Kisan Credit Card

Compensation of damaged crop loss

Information an Migration

4.5 Capacity building of the Team: On wvarious Govi. Schemes,
Programmes and Survey Format, etc.

A Pre-Orientation of the team about the Project objective, Project related
Schemes and Acts, Government COrders related to drought and the
developed Survey Format were conducted in all the six distrcts by Project
Coordinator before the main Orientation-cum-Training held at Mahoba on
10t and 11t of August.

In the main Orientation-cum-Training held at Mahoba, all the team members
of the project, head of the agencies, ActionAid's team were present in
which detailed discussion and fraining on NFSA, MNREGA, ICDS, MDM, Crop
Compensation, Kisan Credit Card, Khet Talab, Micro Planning and Social
Audit were given by the resource team. Financial aspects and budget of the
project were also discussed and disclosed.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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WA
Figure 4 : Orientation of Project Team during the Figure 5 Capacity building of the Team:
Training held in Mahoba Groups Invalved in Assigned Group
Activitias

The team was oriented in the field as well by the Project Coordinater and
Assistant Coordinators on how to get involved with the communities, how to ask
questions for collecting the required information, how to fill formats and make
lists, and how to do social mapping and PRA exercises.

Figure &: Project Coordinator discussing with Figure 7. Groups Involved in Assigned
Society for Pragati Bharat Team on Making of Group Activities
Sacial Mapping
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4.6 Conducting of Survey/Assessment

The assessment was camed out by the cluster coordinators at village level.
Community meetings, focused group discussions, PRA exercises, social
mapping., etc. were conducted to involve communities and the required
information was collected. Social mappings were also done in all the 538
villages.

Figure &; Team hc:idlng community meating to spread awareness t:.‘,ll:rDuT Govt. Schemes
and Conducting Survey to identify gaps

Figure 9: Community Participation in Social Mapping of the Vilage

23
Chrenic Drought in Bundelkhand



4.7 Awareness about Government Schemes and Programmes to
Communities

The communities of the project villoges were made aware about the
government anncunced schemes and programmes, including its provision
and eligibility criteria. The community meetings were done on the idenfified
schemes to make people aware in all the 538 villages.

Figure 10: Capacity Building of Community by making pecple aware about the
Government Schemes

4.8 Identification of Cadres for Capacity Building of the Community

The people from the community have been Total Cadres | 4,645
identified as cadres for the capacity building Male 2928
of the community who ~can m:}nETo{ the | Female [ 1717
schemes and programmes implemented in the

village and the gaps in it. Further they can raise SCs 2,498
queries to the concemed authority and write STs 542
applications. A total of 4,645 people from the OBCs 1,129
communi’fies were idejnﬁﬁed as cadres across General 365

the 538 villages in which 2928 male and 1717

female members. The cadres are from the Minority ]

marginalized and weaker sections, out of total Table 3: Gender and Caste-
4645, from SCs - 2498, STs - 542, OBCs - 1129, Wise Distrioution of Cadres

General - 365 and Minority - 111.
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4.9 Formation of Village Level Committees for Monitoring and
Advocacy of the Govt. Schemes and Programmes

The identified cadres in the vilages were formed as a committee with certain
assigned task to monitor the effective implementation of government
schemes for the welfare of the communities. They will resolve the queries by
discussing with the local authorities or at block level officials, writing and filing
applications in Tehsil Divas ete. for the same. The committees were formed in
all the 538 project villages.

The committees were formed keeping in mind the following guidelines:

1. The participation of women members will be ensured in the committee

2. The participation of members from the marginalized section will be
ensured

3. The committee will monitor all the work operated in the village

4. The commifttee will monitor the services of the village stakeholders so
that the community will get benefits of their services

5. The member of the committee will identify the issves in the village

6. After identifying the issue same wil be discussed in community
meetings

/. The community meetings will be held fortnightly and the proceedings
should be written in the register

8. The issues of the marginalized section will be prioritized

9. The committee will further take the issues to the quthorities at block
and district level

10.The committee will participate and help in the social audit of the
schemes

11.NMeither any member of the commitiee will get involved in the political
activities nor he/she will use the platform of the committee for political
benefits

4.10 Interface Meetings with Govt. Officials at Block and District Level

Interface meetings with government officials were conducted at block and
district level. The identified gaps and issues were discussed with the officials
by project team, local agencies and community members and possible
solutions for the same were discussed. The officials were given the list of issues
pertaining to gaps in the schemes and benefits announced by government
with applications signed by communities.
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Figwe 1 1 District Level inlerfoce Meeting Fgure 12 Participotion of Communities in
=hared by Deinct Mogistrate, Homimur, Person Block Level iInterfoce Meeling held m
from Cammunity giving applicofions to Dk Mahuva biock of Banda disfrct,
Haminpur and DC MNREGA Addressing The
Esues of MGHNREGA 1o the Paople

4.11 Filing of Applications at Block, Tehsil and district Level

The applicatiens to resolve the
identified gaps were given to the
Panchayats, blocks and district level
officials. Applications in Tehsil Divas
were also filed in all the Tehsils across
the project area by the communities.
A total of 669 applications were filed
by 12,084 applicants along with the
list of issues at District, Tehsil, Block and
Panchayat level.

Figure 13: Pecple especially women from
Cornmunity outside the Karvi Tehsil [Chitrakoot) to
file Applications of their issues in Tehsil Divas

4.12 Follow-up of the Filed Applications

Follow-up of the filed applications was done to see the extent to which the
issues were resolved. Further applications were filed based on that. For
example, an application given at Panchayat level was raised at Block level
and Block level application at District level or in Tehsil Divas. Not all
applications which were filed in Tehsil Divas have been resolved yet.
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4.13 Micro-Planning under MGNREGA for Restoration of Water
Sources, Irrigation Channels, Land-Levelling, etc.

Micro-Planning under MGNREGA for Restoration of Water Sources, Irigation
Channels, Land-Levelling, efc. was done in 50 vilages of the project area.
Along with the social mappings, natural resource mappings were also done
in those 50 villages which were identified for micro planning. One village per
cluster comprising 5 villages per block have been identified where the Micro-
Planning was much needed considering the cobjective. The lists of the
identified work were handed over to the Gram Pardhans after discussion and
approval in the open meeatings uf Gﬂ::m Sabho.

Figure 14: Team Conducting Resource Mapping of the Village with Community for Micro-
Planning under MGNREGA,

4.14 Social Audit of Govt. Schemes for Effective Implementation of
the Government Welfare Schemes and Programmes Announced for
Communities

Social audit of Govt. schemes related to drought relief measures for effective
implementation of the government welfare schemes and programmes
announced for communities were conducted in one vilage per block in all
the 10 blocks across the 6 districts.

Figura 15; Community participation during Figure 16; Community participation during
social Audit of the Govt, Schemaes the physical verification of work done
under MGHNREGA Tor Social Audit
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5. Findings: Impact of the Drought and Access to
Entitlements

The findings of the study have been depicted in this section as the impact of
the drought on different categories of the people. The findings explain the
vulnerability of people pertaining to drought in 538 villages of 10 blocks
across the & districts of Bundelkhand Region of Uttar Pradesh. The present
report also contains significant case sfudies from the field which substantiates
the factual situation of the ground pertaining to drought.

Drought and Unseasonal rains causing four consecutive crop failures have
plagued the soil of Bundelkhand. Poorer sections and small and marginal
farmers have been the warst affected in this scenarie. Acute hunger and
mass migration have become the face of Bundelkhand.

The prevailing conditions led to extreme crsis of food, nutrition, drinking
waler, health ailments, and fodder for animals was visible in villages; small
and marginal farmers were unable to pay off their mounting crop debts, due
to recurring crop failure. The destitute, especially old people, women and
children suffer the most in this condition. Crop failure led to food shortage,
which further led to low intake of food has now made the community
extremely vulnerakle. With not many choices left for survival, people chose to
leave their vilage in search of livelihood and are exploited further.,

5.1 Demographic Details of the Project Coverage

According to the assessment a total of 205359
households have been found in the 538 villages in
which 58,327 of SC, 10,696 of ST, 1,01,425 of OBC,
31,007 of Gen. and 4,857 of minority communities;
comprising a total population of 11,28,620 out of
which 3,18,685 of 8C, 53,379 of ST, 5,34,956 of OBC,
1.74.175 of Gen. and 246,519 of minorities.

5.2 Status of Drinking water in Rural Areas

Description | Household | Population

sC 58,327 318,685
___ST__ | 10496 | 58379
OBC 101,425 | 534,956
General 31007 | 174175

Minority | 4,857 26,519
Total 205359 | 1128,620

Table 4: Caste Wise Distribution of
Household and Population in Project
Coverage Area

Drinking water scarcity is sfill severe in drought hit villages in Bundelkhand
region, though the Government had announced to provide potable drinking
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water by tankers in all the affected villages. Apart from that repairing and re-
boring of dysfunctional hand pumps, installation of new hand pumps was
part of drought response of Govt.

5.2.1 Condition of Hand pumps

In 538 villages of the assessment, a fotal
of 17,295 hand pumps were found out of Condition of Hand-pumps
which 15,081 (87%) has been functional B Functional B Dysfunctional
and 2,211 (13%) dysfunctional, Out of
functional hand pumps 842 (6%) were
giving less water and 764 [5%) were
unsafe for drinking purposes.This meant
that out of the tetal 17,298 hand-pumps
only 78% were functional and giving safe
drinking water The dysfunctional hand
pumps were further categerised in two
conditions: ones which needed repairing and others which required re-
boring. In this, 810 (58%) were needed to be repaired and 577 (42%) to be re-
bored and the rest 688 (28%) could not be categorised.

N =17,2g8

Out of Dysfunctional QOut of Functional
6%

5%

B Giving Less

‘Water
B Unsafe for
Drinking
W Safe for
Drinking

B To be Repaired
B To be Re-bored

| N=z135 |

I N = 15,084 |

This scenario varied from block to block. While Charkhari (95.94%) and
Mahua (20.60%) had the maximum functional handpumps, Karvi (74.80%)
and Birdha (84.49%) had the least number of functional handpumps.
However, maximum number of functional handpumps with safe drinking
water in them were found in Charkari (?0.10%) and Kurara (84.35%) and
minimum in Madhogarh (64.55%) and Karvi (64.81%).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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5.2.2 Condition of Water-head Tanks

In 538 villages of the assessment, a total Condition of Water-head
of 129 Water-head tfanks have been Tanks

found in 112 (21%) villages out of which

only 78 (60%) were in working condition B Functional B Dysfunctional

and rest of the 51 (40%) were non-
functioning. The maximum number of

Piped Water Supply Schemes was found

N =129

to be 24 in Karvi block of Chitrakoot but
only 14 were functioning. On the other
hand, Jakhaura block in Lalitpur had only
2 pipe-water supplies.

Condition of Tube-wells
5.2.3 Condition of Tube-Wells

) B Functicnal & Dysfunctional
In 538 villages of the assessment, a total

of 70 tube-wells for supply of drinking
water have been found out of which only
52 (74%) were in working conditien and
rest of the 18 (26%) were non-working.

N=70

5.2.4 Condition of Dug-Wells

In 538 vilages of the assessment, dug Status of Dug-Wells

wells were found only in 458 (85%) ®Having Water  WDried-Up
villages, comprising a total of 4,184 dug-
wells. Out of which 2,893 (73%) reported
having water and 10946 (27%) dried-up
even when this year there had been
heavy rainfall during the month of
August. Where some villages even got
flooded, the wells remained in dry
candition.
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Out of Dug-Wells having Water

Water quality of 1,072 (37%)
wells out of 2,893 wells having
water is unsafe for drinking
purposes which means 63% of
the wells having water are safe

N = 2,893 and 37% unsafe for drinking.
B Safe for Drinking Out of 4,184 wells, 1.062 (25%)
B Unsafe for Drinking have been identified which
need to be repaired.

5.2 5Persistence of Water Scarcity

People in 197 out of 538 are still facing issue Villages having Issue of Water
of water, amounting to around 37% Avalghility

vilages. Most of the households affected
with the water crisis belong to the poor
and marginalised communities of SC, 8T,
and OBC sections of the society. @ Have Issue of Water
Madhogarh block of Jalaun district has ® Do not have Issue of Water

N =538

maximum 40 villages out of 54 with the

issue of water availability as per the communities’ perception followed by
Madawara of Lalitpur and Sumerpur of Hamirpur with 32 villages out of 55
villages. Contrastingly. in Kabrai block of Mahoba there is no issue of water
availability in any village and on 6 villages had issue of water availability in
Charkhari.

5.3 Condition of Safe Drinking Villages that were found
Water Chlorinated

The Uftar Pradesh government also
issued direction for health
department to set up rapid response
team for the distnbution of chlorine
tablets for drinking water purity but

B Chlerinated
W Mon-Chlorinated
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proactive response from

special health feam was S ok c;:::;a hﬂﬂ 5::2:,
not visible in villages.

Highest Chorkhar 24/55 20 4
The chlorination of all Kabroi | 24/54 7 7
the water resources was Lowesi Sumenpur 1/54 g 1
also found negligible,

Modawarz | 1/55 1 1]
with only 84 (16%]) out of .

538 villages chlorinated that too not on a regular basis. Out of these 84
vilages, all the water sources have been chlorinated only in 66 (12.27%)
vilages and in rest 18 (3.35%) villages some water sources have been leff out.
Thus, the question of safe drinking water still prevails.

5.4 Status of Livestock

749,204 665 888

The impact of drought on | B00,000
cattle was more severe than | zg0,000
that en human beings. People
were selling their cattle as they
did not have @ facililies
available to take care of it. An | 400,000
increase in the death toll of | 300,000 |
catile was seen as compared

600,000

500,000

200,000 73,079 73,933
to last year. As per the
assessment, the number of 0g008 1 - -_
livestock dwindled from 0
749 204 in last year to 4645 888 Livestock in Livestock in  Number of Left Uncared

- ) 2015 2016 Deaths for
during the assessment period

indicating a decrease of
83,316 (11.12%) livestock since last year. 73.079 (9.75%) deaths in livestock
were reported since last year due tfo the water and fodder scarcity and
73,939 (7.87%) livestock were left-out uncared as people did not had fodder
to feed them. For those who wished to sell their cattle, people were either not
ready to buy or were not giving fair prices for it.

B Impact on Livestock
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5.4.1 Condition of Water Facilities and

Distribution of Fodder for Livestock Status of Fodder Distribution
(%age of Villages)

The sources of water for cattle are hand
pumps, charahi, wells, ponds, rivers, etc.
but out of 538 villages there were 53 (10%)
villages where scarcity of water for cattle
still persists. Distribution of Fodder was
found negligible with only 56 (10.41%)
villages out of 538 reporting distribution of
fodder. 4,863 families got benefits of
fodder distribution comprising of 20,933 (3%) livestock of the current number
of 665,888 livestock, while the Government had sanctioned Rs. 1 Crore to
each districts of Bundelkhand only for the distribution of fodder. Variation in
distribution was such that 44% of the villages got fodder in Charkari and none
of the villages got fodder in Kurara, Madawara, Jakhaura and Madhogarh.

B Fodder distributed N =538

B Fodder not distributed

5.5 Status of Food and Civil Supplies and Implementation of National
Food Security Act (NFSA)

5.5.1 Condition of National Food Security Act, 2013

The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) aims to expand its coverage
beyond BPL lists to ensure food security fo the millions. The act promises
subsidised food-grains to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban population of
aur country. lis purpose is to meet the food security of the families by making
available sufficient food grains to meet the domestic demand at offordable
prices.

Supreme Court also instructed State Governments to: guarantee monthly
food grain entiflements to all households [regardless of whether households
fall under the category of pricrity or not) as per the National Food Security
Act, also waived off the requirement of possessing a ration card to get
menthly entitement of food grains under NFSA. Rather, any appropriate
identification and proof of residence can substitute the ration card to access
food grains.
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After the declaration of drought, the
government starfed the implementation
of National Food Security Act from
1st January 2016 inall the districts of
Bundelkhand. In our assessment of 538
vilages it was found that a total of 145,943
household's names were in the NFSA list
but only 113,024 (77%) households were
getting ration and 32,919 (33%) were not
even when their names were in the NFSA
list.

Status of NFSA
W Households in the
List getting Ration

W Households in the
List not-getting
Ration

In the assessment 14,808 such households were found which are eligible as
per the guidelines of NFSA but not included in NFSA list and 3,165 such
households which are ineligible but are getting the benefits of NFSA. There
were 3,724 households whose allocated units are less, 585 whose allocated
units are more and 1135 households having error in their names.
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16,000 14,808
14,000 | This scenario prevailed
}Eﬂg =l regardless of NFSA
ol guidelines  that  there
4,000 | 585 1135 | should ke verfication of
s | = _mm | the NFSA list in open
Eligible but Ineligible Included Included Included meeting of the village
not but butless butmore but and the list of beneficiary
included in included in ~ Unit Unit Incorrect .
thelist  the List name | Should be made public,
asted openly at the
W Other Findings of NFSA [No. of Households) p‘ penty
ration shap.
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5.5.2 Condition of Samajwadi Food Relief Kit

Most popular relief scheme was |

the provision of Ration Kit which is Status of Samajwadi Food Relief Kit
known as Samajwadi Food Relief 5%

Kit, initiated in all the districts of vt
Bundelkhand. On March 4, 2016, ® Did not Get Food
Government announced that food Rellef Kit
packet containing 10 kg of Four,

25 kg of Potatoes, 5 kg Gram, 5 N = 23,402

litres of Mustard oil, 1 Kg of Desi
Ghee and 1 Kg of Milk Powder per
family wil be distributed in all
seven districts of Bundelkhand to families with Antyodaya card. In our project
assessment villages, a total of 23,402 Antyodaya card holders were found out
of which only 22,266 (75%) got the relief kit, this meant 1134 (5%) card holders
were left out from the benefits of the most popular relief kit,

5.6 Scenario of Schools and Mid- 1000

921 HR7
800 = 618
Day Meal Scheme = 8 - 618
600
A fotal of 921 government schools :$ 5 = = e -
are present in the project villages out . _ : : :

of which 517 primary. 345 junior, 48

Tatal Running According Good

girls' primary and 16 girls' junior Schools Regularly toMenu  Quality
comprising total number of 103,515
enrolled students. The distribution of B Status of School and MDM

enrolled students is 63,172 in primary,
33,714 in junior, 5,363 in girls’ primary and 1,266 in girls’ junior. Qut of 921
schools Mid-Day Meal have been found running regularly in 887 (96%)
schools, according to the MDM Menu in 666 (72%) schools and the good
quality of MDM food in 618 (67%) schools.
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As per the information collected from the
Status of Attendance schools on an average 59,838 around
58% students are having Mid-Day Meal
out of 103,515 enrolled students which
also mean that only 58% of the students
are attending the schools regulary. The
attendance rate in Madawara and
Jakahura blocks of Lalitpur is 34% and 37%
respectively which is far below the

N =103,515 average rate while it was way above the
= Attending Schools average in Birdha (82.02%) and Charkhari
B Not Attending Schools (71.07%). These students have either

migrated with  their parents or are
involved in other household or farm activities. The Supreme Court order
mandated provision of mid-day meals during summer vacation. The Court
directed States to make provision for the supply of eggs or milk or any other
nutritional substifuie preferably 5 days in a week or af least 3 days in a week.
Effective implementation of mid-day meals (MDM) would have taken care of
the food/nutritional requirements of the children in schools and alse waould
have relieved their families in distress to some extent. A part of their
responsibilities towards the children would have been taken care of and they
would have been able fo go to work too.

5.7 Scenario of Integrated Child Development Scheme and
HauslaPoshanYojana

A fotal of 615 anganwadi 0 i3
centfres have been found in 538

villages in which 36,615 children

are enrolled. Qut of 615 i
anganwadi cenfres, 560(91%)
were functioning regularly and
517 (84%) were serving cooked

B0

o

L]

food and other materials Tiﬂ.lt Centres FHMMI]% Rrguh.ﬂ:-' l'[H!E['d Food & Other
things Acvording Menu

according to menu. During the
assessment period it was found that anganwadi centres were not functioning
for almost one month as the anganwadi workers were on strike.,
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5.8 Condition of HauslaPoshanYojana

The state government gg
had announced the g,

_ | X g
Hausla Poshan Yojana '
for highly malnourished -
children and pregnant o

615

women.  Under  this Total Centres Centres with Housla ~ Centres cooking food for
scheme the cooked Poshan Yojna Pregnant,/Lactating
food was to be served Women

to highly malnourished children and pregnant women at Anganwadi Centres
and the menu was to be according to the menu of Mid-Day Meal scheme,
The HauslaPoshanYojana was found running in 532 (86%) centres out of 615
but cooked food was served only in 475 [77%) centres.

5.9 Status of Farmers’' Loan and Kisan Land holding of Farmers
Credit Card

The total numbers of farmers in 538
vilages are found 172,114 out of which
101,609 [59%) farmers have land holding
of less than 2 Hectare, 44,301 (26%)
farmers have land holding of more than 2

Hectare and 26,204 (15%) farmers are | mLessthan 2 Hectare N=172,114
laindless. B More than 2 Hectare
M Landless

Details of Loans
200,000 172,118

150,000 “116,692 Cut of the total farmers,
— i 116,692 (68%) have taken loan
—r in which 97,484 (83%) have

50,000 - taken them frem Banks and
, B | 21814 (19%) from private

Total Farmers Loan Loan from sources such as landlord or
Farmears taken frim Privata
Loan Bank Source
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money-lender; while some farmers have taken from both the sources.

In the 538 assessment villages the numbers of Kisan Credit Cards were 97,782 of
which 50,847 around 52% of the total KCC having limitfs less than Rs. 1 Lakh. Out
of the KCC with limits less than Rs. 1 Lakh, 19,329 (38%) have land kept as
mortgaged.

Status of KCC with Limit Less than 1
Lakh

Farmers having KCC

N = 97,782 M = 50,847
W Limit Less than Rs. 1 Lakh B Land Kept as Mortgaged
B Limit More than Rs. 1 Lakh B Land not Mortgaged

5.10 Status of Compensation for Crop Loss

Huge disparities were seen in the distribution of compensation. In most of the
villages there are a certain numbers of eligible farmers whose crop had been
lost but did net get the compensation. Furthermore those who were fenants,
farming on lease basis are not getting any compensation from the
government. Those who have migrated for work or other purpases and were
not available in the vilage were left out from getting the compensation.
Farmers have little or no knowledge about the compensation process. They
do not know that for which season crop failure they are being compensated
nor they know how the rate at which compensation is being calculated, In all
the villages they are clueless about whether they got the compensation for
Hailstorm or Drought; for Rabi Crop or Kharif Crop and also the year whether
for 2014-15 or 2015-16. In assessment we considered last four crop seasons,
Kharif and Rabi of 2014-15 and Kharif and Rabi of 2015-16.

5.10.1 Crop Loss of Kharif 2014-15

In assessment it was found that during the crop season of Kharif 2014-15,
926,614 farmers sowed their crop and crop of 92,834 (96%) got affected due
to drought. Out of the affected farmers 45,021 [48%) got their compensation
and 11,330 (12%) still didn't get while they were eligible and considered for

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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the compensation. Rest 40% of the farmers whose crops were affected not
considered for compensation.

5.10.2 Crop Loss of Rabi 2014-15

In assessment it was found that during the crop season of Rabi 2014-15,
124,516 farmers sowed their crop and crop of 116,110 (93%) got affected due
to hailstorm. Out of the affected 114,196 (78%) got their compensation for the
crop loss.

5.10.3 Crop Loss of Kharif 2015-146

In assessment it was found that during the crop season of Kharif 2014-15,
117.541 farmers sowed their crop and crop of 111,149 (95%) got affected due
to drought. Out of the affected 80,115 (72%) got their compensation and
19,984 (18%) didn't even after being eligible for it. Rest 10% were not
considered for the compensation.

5.10.4 Crop Loss of Rabi 2015-14

In assessment it was found that during the crop season of Kharif 2014-15,
82,401 farmers sowed their crop and crop of 78,685 (95%) got affected due
to drought and hailstorm. Out of the affected 31,865 (40%) got their
compensatlion and 21,037 (27%) didn't.

| financlal | Crop | Farmers MNatural Calamity  Crop get  Farmers got SHll have to
Year Season | Sowed ARected | Compenialion gat
[ [ Crop Compensation
| 201415 | Khoit | 96614 |  Drought | 92836 | 45021 | 11330 |
| Raobl | 24514 Haoistorm 116,110 114194 .
| 2015-16 | Khodf | 117,541 |  Drought [ 49 | soiam0 19984 |
| Rabi | 82401 | Drought/Hoistorm | 78485 |  31.865 21,037

Table 5 Delois of Crop Compensahon

The people are also facing issues with the local authorities which are involved
in the compensation process as they are doing arbitrary conduct of their
own. Some have reported that corruption is also involved in the process.
People are also facing problem with the available Crop Insurance facilities
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they need some easy insurance procedure and by the government
agencies rather than the private.

5.11 Status of MGNREGS s l?gtaits of Job Cards (No. of Households)

180,000 -
MGNREGS has failed to | 10,000

check migration due to Eg:gﬁ i
lack of work opportunity | 100,000
and delayed payment. :g:ggg '
In 538 viloges of the | 40000
assessment, a  total 10,9@3 '
157,115 hDUSEh?IdS hCl‘u:E Total Job Cards Household got Household did Household did
Job Cards. Since its Work not get not get Work
inception of Financial Payment

Year (2016-17), from lst

April 2014, a total of

87,571 Labours of 36,774 (23%) households (Job Cards) got to work under
MGNREGA. As a relief measure Government made provision for 50 additional
days in drought affected districts which means 150 days of work under
MGNREGS rather than 100 days' work, so that impact of drought can be
reduced in vulnerable families from rural areas of Bundelkhand. Out of those
who worked 14,005 laborers did not get their payment; 2,481 workers having
Job card and interested to work did not get the opportunity to work under
MGHNREGA. There have been 2,060 such households identified, who want fo
work but did not have jeb cards. In this financial year, 1677 households
applied for new job cards but job cards have been provided to 1192 only.

2,481

The pending payment to the laborers was attributable to the fact that the
government did not update their expenditure details [Consumption
Certificate) from last year and so could not provide any payment after 22nd
July. As a result, all the payments were outstanding.

Such a situation rendered MGNREGA under bad light in the eyes of the
people and as a result many became disinterested in getting involved in

work through MGNREGA and were left with no choice but to migrate in
search of work and livelihood.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
40

Chrenie Drought in Bundelkhand



5.12 Scenario of People’s Migration

Detalls Scenarlo of Study Atsa |
. Talal Mumber of Househoids M08 358 .
Mumibal of Housahokds from whiich Peopla hove Migrated 26210 {12 76%)
| MumiDer of Households Migrated with whaols Family MaemiDen EF.184 [45.57% - B.ATR)
| Mumbar of Housothalds In:-!'rI wl'ur.:l'_' anhy MGI;;:gmad [woman, chidnon _1?-3_?:. _[134—1353_ Bl
and cld-oged people afe ki bahing invWagas)]
1 Tolal Migrated Populalion | #1.532 [B_12K]
| Male [ 41336 |45%)
Faarmicin 1,351 |23%) :
Totol Chddren - THBAS [N
Chitgren (06 Yeors Age-Group] 10,950 |
Childran (§-14 Yean Age-Croup) 13,319 i

Lid-oped PFeopis SR (0015

In 538 villages of the assessment, members of 26,210 families 12.76% of the
total 205,359 households have been migrated as a result of drought. Out of
these households, 17,186 households migrated with all the family members
amounting to 65.57% of the migrated household. These formed 8.87% of the
total households in the area even though the Rate of Migration for Rural
Household is 1.3% for India and 0.80% for Uttar Pradesh comprising of
Employment and Forced Migration Category according to NSS &4 Round
Report (NSS Report No. 533 (64/10.2/2) conducted in 2007-08. A total of
91,532 people have migrated including 41,336 (45%) males, 21,358 (23%)
females and 28,845 [32%) children. 10,950 (38%) children of age group 0-6
years, 13,319 (46%) children of age group 6-14 years and 787 (0.01%) people
were of dge above 40 years. This implies that 8.12% of the population
migrated in the area while The Rate of Migration for Rural Population is 0.01%
for India and 0.005% for Uttar Pradesh comprising of Employment and Forced
Migration Category according to NSS 64" Round Report (NSS Report No. 533
(64/10.2/2) conducted in 2007-08.There are 9,024 (34%) such families were
identified from which only males have migrated leaving behind the women,
children and old-aged at home who are more vulnerable in any calamity.
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5.13 A brief of Social Audit
A brief of the findingsin Social Audit of Govt. schemes are following:
5.13.1 MGNREGA
+« The Job Cards of the laborers was kept with Gram Pradhan

« The community bore the costs of the photos pasted in the Job Cards
communify while there is a provision for it to be paid from Panchayal's
account

* The wages of the laborers Tor the work done was pending for more than
two months

+ The panchaoyat was not accepting the work demand of the labours, the
work was being provided by Gram Pradhan/Panchay al Mifra on their
oW

* Notransparencyin the allotment of work to the labours
« The avoilability of water at work site was not being ensured
+ The faclity of maid for aking care of children was nol ensured

= The construction of most of the Lohiya Awas under MGNREGA was not
completed

* People whowant new Job Caordswere nol being provided
= Thework done by the loborers was notupdated on thelr Job Cards

« People were not getting benefits of schemes such as construction of
poulfry, fish pond, efc. under MNREGA asit had not been implemented

5.13.2 NFSA

= Marginalized families who were eligible for getting ration under NFSA but
were laft out from the NFSA list even when thelr inancial condition was
very poor

= Families with thelr namesin the NFSA list were still not getting ration

+ DOnly the families whose names hod been updated in or beltore February
were getting theration while the others were not.




Families which don't have the names of all family members in the list, had
less rafion unifson their cards than the original, so they were not getting full
ration as per fhe provision

some families were getting more number of units in the NFSA list than the
actual number of family members

Distribulion of ration was done only once in the month ond PDS shop
opened for one day or 2-3 days in some villoges

5.13.31CDs

Anganwadi Centres did not openregularly
Iregutarity in timings of Anganwadi Centres
Imregularily in dislribution of nulrfional supplements
No timely admission of malnourished childrenin N.R.C.
No proper implementafion of Housla Poshan Yojana

5.13.45chooland MDM

imegularity and Unpunctuality of teachers
imegularity in attendance of the students

» PFrovision of MDM not as per the menu of fhe MDM




é. Efforts Carried-out to resolve the Gaps

« Capacity building of the communily by making them aware about
drought relief measures/schemes undertaken by Govt.

+  Orientation of the community to realize their right to get benefits of those
schemes

+ Selection of active volunteers/cadres from the community who could
take the responsibility in getting those benefits

+ Formation of Vilage level commitiees in the villages covered under the
project from the active cadres/volunteers

* Capacity building of the community fo idenfifyprevailing issuesand their
possible solution

 Capacity building of the community to raise various issues and file
applicatiens for the same to government officials

« Mobilization of the community to file applications and providing
assistance in the same

* Provision of a platform to community members such as Block and Distfrict
Level Interface Meetings with the government officials to voice theirissues
in front of them uplifting their confidence

* 469 applications of 12,084 applicants given along with the list of issues at
Panchayat, Block, Tehsil and District level.

« 569 applications of 11,169 applicants filed during Tehsil Divas on 20 Sep,
4th Oct and 18t Oct, in 10 Tehsils across the 6 districts.

« List of issues along with applications shared with the Government Officials
at Block and District Level Interface Meetings

*  Micro-Planning under MGNREGA of 50 selected villages, 5 villages per
block, for restoration of water sources, water conservation, irigation
channels, land leveling, efc.

« 10 Social Audits, one in each of the 10 blocks, of the government schemes
related to drought relief
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7. Impact of the Project

« Vilage Level Commitiees have been formed in all the 538 Vilages
covered under the Project

« Qut of 32,219 households whose name were in the NFSA List 11,353 are
now getting rations

« Qut of 14,808 households who were eligible for getting benefits of NFSA,
3,530 new households have been added

« 513 dysfunctional hand pumps have been repaired and 13 have been re-
bored

e Installation of 33 new hand pumps has been done

o Chlorination of water sources in 315 villages has been done

* Under MGNREGA, 1,168 households got new job cards

« 1,035 households who want to work under MGNREGA got opportunity to
work

o 2,133 laborers whose wages were pending have got their payment

» B&2 farmers got their Crop Compensation

 Anganwadi Centres in the working area are now functioning properly.
cenfres are opening on fime and the benefifs are being provided
according to the Menu

« During the project period Hausla Poshan Yojana was found almost non-
functional but now has started in 532 Anganwadi Cenfres

e The guality of Mid-Day Meal has been improved in all the project villages
and food is being served as per the Menu

« The idenfified works during Micro-Planning under MGNREGA of 50 villages,
have been considered by Gram Panchayats for next financial budget of

2017-18
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8. Success Stories and Best Practices in Bundelkhand: Case
Studies

Success STORY: MAHUA Buock OF DisTRICT BANDA

During the course ol the project, a survey wos conducted regarding the Biues of The
peopke N 50 viloges, It was found fhat in the fiscal yeor 20162017, a sum of Rs. 47,54.000
Wt pencing to 4258 labours who hod worked: under the scheme for 5 months. The
lobours who hod olready been sulfering from the drought felt dejected and lost the will fo
work under the scheme. With the no employment allemafive left In the viloge, rmany
migrated o ine cities in search of work,

it was found durng the project that one of the mojor reasans for such condifion of the
|abours was due to jack of awarenass. Hence, a maesling was organized in the vilags fo
inform the people of fhair rights and the benalits they would get fhrough various schemes
launched by the govarmimient.

Once informed. the community membears octively parficipated in lobbying for thar due
rights. They presented Iheir Bsues in front of the govemmen| officiols on Tehsil Divas and
demanded their dua payment under MGNREGA. Furtharmore, o block- level workshop
ws crganized under the projact on sswes where all the members presanted their situation
to tha administrative authorities.

As o result, a sum of Ri. 41,446,400 has been paoid to the lobours and only Rs. 8.07.400 &
pending. The projec! became o plafform for the [abours 1o voice thair opinion and
demand their nghls. With Iheir new found knowledge aboul the govemment schames,
ey Tormed o monitoning mechanism o ensure effechive mplementalion of the schames.
Al the members ol the leam pledged to meel their responsiciiities. Furthermore it was
decided thalt whenever any lobowr would work under MGNREGA only after seeking o
written nofice of the work,
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in Pisnari viloge of Madowara biock, two Scheduled Tribe communities stayed on the
outskirts of the viloge. The level of educofion in these communities was really fow. This was
due 1o the foct that even though the chidren in the communily were registered in
government schools in Pisnor, only 4 out 48 enroled were actually offending school, The

Society for Progali Bhoral, @ local poriner of ActionAid was execuling Drought Refiet
Assessment Project in the area. The issue was revealed during the survey for the project. The:
cluster coordinators of the project hencelorth conducted reguiar meetings with the parents
of these chilgren in order fo sensffize them cgbout the mporfonce of educotion.

A fitthe effort from the side of the crganization helped in making the future of these students

unicef &




Mashegarh block s loeated 56 Km. from the Jaloun distict neadquarter. Parmarth, a local
partner of Actionaid storted warking in 54 viloges of the block under the Eiminate Gaps in
the Drought Relief Measures Project. mmmmmmmﬂwn
was found thot there was no any woler source which hos been chiorinated since last yeor
in ony of the project viloges.

The team made fthem aware obout the importance of safe drinking woler and the
communities redlized that in the past many diseases which occumed might be due 1o Ihe
waler, The concern was raised by the communities 1o Govt, otficials in block level interdace
meefings. The BDO has instonily lorworded aletter fo the P.H.C. for the same and ensured
that all within 15 days all the waler resources wil be chiofinaled. When the formed
committees sow delay in it fhey again went fo Medical Officer of PH.C. with an
application. He called the concemn person and asks him tor ehiorination to be done in all
fhe 54 vilages within 7 days.

After 1-2 days fhe people staled caling from fhe viloges to The respective cluster
coordinalors that The chiorination is being done. Within 7 days all the waler sources of 54
vilages has been chiornated. The people feel nappy that from ther sffort community has
become safe with water-bome and miated diseases ond realized untl we ask for the things
we will not get it.




Success Story: Manua Biock oF BanDa DistricT

in Terah vilage of Mohua block in Banda ciinct, the communty meamben ware unawans
of thewr rights. They did nal know much oboul the schemes iounched by the govemmenl.
Varous officiok took undue advanioge of iher lock of knowledge and hance tha
community could not effectively reop the benefits of the schemes,

During the survey which wos conducied under the Assesment of Drought Relief prosect,
the Cluster Coordinators guastioned the meambean aboul varous schemes such s Mid-Day
Meal, Angonwadi Centre, HousioPorhan Yojno. etc. Through the survey it wos found fhot
the anganwadi workers weare not lollowing the rules, no pregnontflacialing womean or
children wera gelting meol under HousoPoshon Yojng ond the cenlre wos not even
opeaning on time,

The voluntesers first of ol ook the fosk of making the community awore about vorious
schamas and then guided the mambaears o form a viloge commities which can demand
their fights from the outhorties, The commillee members realized that they con get ther
rights only it they fight for it united. As a result, 12 people were selected from the community
o form the committes and they pledged 1o perdormmn thoir duties.

The communly members Through the villoge commiltes storted pressurizing the
Anganwad workers 1o kel go of their comupl ways and give Them their dus right, Aftar
confinuous effort by the communify members Docked by the team from the orgonization,
the workers finally storted performing their duties,

The workars storfed providing women ond chiidren wilh nuinfious meals and the cenira
staded funclioning on fime. The community mambers were overjoyed not only becousa
thay gal their due benalils bul oso becouse they fough! and won for themselves. Thay
recized fhe power of unity and decided fo slay uniled ond fight ogainst any infustice. The
village committee members continue o monilor the execution of vanous schames so that
all the peopis in the villoge benefit from varous schemes lounched by the govemment,




Success Story: Manua Biock oF BanDa DistricT

Almast SO% of the poputation in Paigombarpur vilkage in Mahua block of Bonda district was
suffering from food shortoge. The droughl prevailing in the region hod led to the shortage
af lood, However, lock of ralion supply fo all the familles in the village worsenad fhe
condition, A fotal of B47 housaholds name wos in the NESA List bul only 405 fomilies were
actually receiving the rafion. Due to the pensisfence of feudal dominaficn In the vilkage,
most ol the Daiit fomilies weare nol provided with Iha Rafion.

During the Drough! Relief Project of Actionaid. volunteers from ils partner organizafion
surveyed the villaga. They found oul about Ihe Biue while quettioning the villagers about
vonows indicotors in the survey. When they probed in the maotter-they fournd out that the
condition was dus o e obusive behavior of the PDS shopkeeper and becoute of the lock

of owareness among the villagers about their rights.

The volunteers. fist of al, conducted meefings to inform the vilogers about various
schemas offered by the govemment oz o port of the drough! redel measures in the orea.
Furthermore, the velunieen invoked the villagers fo fight for the couse fogether. After some
inificl resstance, all the vilagers got together 1o pressurize the PDS shopkeeper o distibute
ration fo ol the fomiles.

The vilagers were raady 1o foke the Bsue 1o the block. Tehsl and disirict level as well in cose
FDS shopkeeper didn't heed ther demand. Owing to the joint aclion of the villogers and
the suppon and bocking provided by the orgonirotion. the PRS shopkesper finally gave n.

As o result The number of Tamilies getting rafion increasad from 405 to 834, The antire vilage
stood up - for the Aghts of the Dalit community and together octed for the Bsue. The success
ol their joint effort inspired the vilogers lo stay logether while fighling any issue and to not
give up unlil the issue is resolved.




Success Story: Kurara Biock of Hamirrur DisTRICT

Whare the minds ore awane, hears- are uniled and soul ore delemmined; every goal =
achievable, Vilagers from Eulubpur in Kuraro Block of Homirpur lurned This stotement inlo
resakby.

Kutubpur is a vilage with mors than 400 household out of which 112 are Dalit ana 70 are
Migkrm. Withoul many choices for ivelinood, most of the vilogers either work on small fams
of ai loborers under MGNREGA. This lagves them wilh meager income 1o suppart their
farmily and eam their doily bread. Foir Price shops which supply rafion at subsidized rofe are
egquivalant o ambrosia for These villogers.

Howewer, unfil recenily, they could nol reap the benefils of the Public Disirbufion System. In
tha month of Saptamber, tha PDS shopkeeper for thair vilage. sold the essential graing like
whea! and rice allofted for their viloge of the block level in block.

ActionAid and UNICEF had been exsculing ther drought reliel projecl in the area through
their parinar Somarth Foundofion. Through the project, the villogers were made awore of
thair ights. $a. when ey got fo know aboul ine unfair oct of the PDS thopkeeper, they
reporied the Bsue fo the District Supply Officer (DSO) with he help of our volunteers. When
no aclion wos foken, fney took fhe cose fo The Addifional Distict Mogistrote [ADM) ond
than the District Mogistrata [DM) 5o Thal they could look inlo the malter. Alter inspaction of
the complaint, the PDS shopkeeper waos asked fo distibule the ration to the villogers, After
constont pressune from the vilages and the outhorties, the PDS shopkespar bought ration
from market and distiouted it among the villogers as per the govemment standards. All this
while, our organzalon’s volunieers constantly supported the vikogerns by regulory informing
them cbout thair rights, assisting in fiings opplcations fo authorfies and manitoring the
defvery of the rafion.

Prasontly, the PDS shopkeaper i suspended, ond the villogess are gelting thair rafion which
is distnouted by the PDS shopkeeper of Pochkhura villoge.




EXISTING PRACTICES: SUMENPUR BLOCK OF Hi D ;

JogannathSrvas, o farmer from Sumerpur block of Homirpur owned 3 acres of lond. He
would work on his fisla os weall work as a looor 10 make snds meat lor his fomily. The cost of
chermical fertilizers used on the field would be so igh that he would be left with no savings,
The economic condifion of the famiy kept on worsening day by day. Meanwhie, Parmarth,
o partner of ActionAid, formed a water panchayat in his viloge under the Water Welfore
Project of HUF.

regarding varous types ol farming methods to improve cultivation, JagannathSidvas

As aresult he adopted gardening of rows of differant frults including mango, guava. amia,
lemon and pomegranale. Furthermore, he adopled mixed cropping for codander, peas
and anion cuffivation. He was abile fo sell the corander of Rs 3.000 and peas for Rs. 5000,
Presanily, the onion is yal 1o bea harvested bul he is sufa to sall them lor around Rs, 25000,

Srivas Used only cow urine Bnd crganic manure lo cullivate ol these crops. Through the
Irining, he was able 1o reap best resulls for his cultivalion. He and his family are ovedayed:
fo have benefitted from the present culfivation and expect fo reap more benefits from
dlifferent fruts they have gardened,




ExisTING PracTiCEs: Kurara Block ofF Hamirur DISTRICT

One can either sf and lament over problems or stand and find a solution to tham. The Dabi
ongd Mushim women in Kurara Block ol Bundeikhand decided o do the loher, They decided
to fight the hunger pravailing in thek oreda and ansure food security. For this, they found out
a unigue solufion in the form of grain banks. Presently, 14 viloges in Kurgra have 15 grain
baonks named ofier Ambedkar; Gandhi, efc. fosupport the vilogers during drowght.

in the Knoroun) villdge of Kurara, the manager of Ihe grain bank & Smit. Rani. Sha hod loken
the initiafive of starting o grain bank in 2010 owing fo the persistent droughf and famine in
the region leading o increased migration and unending debt, Women and children wera
most odversely offected due o this. She along with 10 other women saved food grains bif
by bit o estabish the grain bonk. Each family confributed 20 kg of grain for trs, Togather
they collected 2 quintal grain and started the working of the grain bank. Thase women sat
thelr cwn rules Tor the bonk. Samarth Foundation, a local partner of ActionAid, realized the
potential of this gran bank, Actionaid, therelome, suppored 5 quintal food gralns o the
bank to take it 1o the next level. Thair oim was to ensure that no family in the viloge would
slean RUngry.

Enfire monogement, maintenance and documentation of the bank ore being done by
Dalir ond Musim women, Names of fthe lomilies in need of groin were noted and
opproprate amount of grain was allofed o them based on the avallability of grains in the
baonz. The graoin bonk & funclional 24 hours o day and preference 5 given fo disobled,
widow, londless and the poor. I a Tamily 5 unable fo poy the debt, then the: community
together compensales Tor it

The mitlafive reduced borowing and dedt in e area, 0 the present scenarnio, the bank
has 21 quinial of foeod grain out of which 5 quintal i in circukation and rest 16 quintal s
stored. The inffialive has not only instiled self-confidence and self-esteam in the women but
has also ensured o communtly level food securly mechanism in the area.,
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ExisnNG PRACTICES: SUMERPUR BLOoCK OF Hamirrur DisTrict

On the cuiskirts of Chondpurwa viloge in Sumerpur block of Haminpur district, there wos o
channel on which fhe govemmen! hod comstructed o Check-dom five years ago.
However, it broke affer the first roin itself, Following this, rain water would colieat in this:
channal bul would go as there was no way lor it 1o be stored or harvested.

A social service organizafion. Pormarth, a local pariner of ActionAid. in colloborafion with
Hindusion Unilever inflialed woler welfore projec! in the region. The condition of this check-
dam was discoverad by the orgonizofion in the Ponchayol meating lollowing which o
technlcal feom wos seni o inspect thie situaiion, Soon the work of consiructing o check-
dam across this 2-4d@omeater long channeal was started,

With the construction of check-dam the shortoge of water in the area reduced. Even with
less fainfod, the 2-kblomeler channel go! filled thice. The water fobie In the region gol
recharged, The wel belonging to Ashok Kushwaha is present near the dam, It got
replenished ond through if his crops and those of other iving nearoy were saved from
geting destroyed in the drought. As a result the reglon got one quintal mone produce as
compared 1o other regions nearby. Furfhemone the underground water lavel in the region
did not decrecia despite tha heat.

Earfier, ful power angine was required o imgate the field in the orea near the channel,
despite deap bonng, Bul now fomers could fefch wolers Tor ther felds using diesal
pumping sel. In other regions the underground water lavel i so low that no water can be
fetched with full power slectica pumping.

The reglon now not only gefs woter for imgation without any Intemoption but also the
problem of drinking water has been solved to o great extent bringing refief to the
cormmunity members, Wide the scorching heat lefi mony hand-pumps dry in other regions,
the hand pumps mthis regon dscharge he same amounl ol woter s in winber.

A small effort rom the orgonizafion has proved to be o great oid for the vilagerns.




ExiSTING PRACTICES: SUMERPUR BLOCK OF HAMIPUR DISTRICT

Raja Babu, a former from Chandpurwa vilage of Sumerpur block waos deep laden with the
curse of povery. With only one acre land to culfivate wheat on. he didn't hove sulficient
produce to leed his famiy for the entire year.

1o worsen fhe condition, expensive chemical ferfiizers increase the cost to such on extent
ihal enlire money eomaed from producton was spen! on cullivation, As o resull, withou! any
alfemative source of income. economic crisis in his family kept on increosing,

Under the Water Welfare Project by Parmarth. a pariner of Actionald, employment was
given fo vilogers in the form of waler conservation octivities, When Roja Babu got fo know
about this, ne requested the Water Panchayat to assign him work under the project. He got
to work for o week and goined some additional income for his famiy. Since then, Rajo Babu
gets some or the other wark whenever any ask is foken up under the project.

Not anly fhis, while working under fhe project. he gof lo know oboul arganic farming fo
frainings and adopted the technigues on his own farm. He prepared manure from cow dung
and cow ufing o3 O replacement of ured. It nol only increased the produce in his farm bul
abso reduced his cost fo o greot extent. While other formers using chemicol fertiizers
generated only 4 quinials of produce, Raja Babu had a total of 6.5 quintal produce. The
project provided him additional source of income. increased his produce and reduced his
cosls glving him and his farmily food security for the entine year.
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9. Recommendations

9.1 5ocial and Economic Inclusion

+ Given the fact that Bundelkhand has an extremely feudal culture embedded
in discrimination fowards Dalits, Tribals and Women, it B imperative to keep
them as fhe epicenter of the package and design accordingly.

» Loan waiver and reliel should be looked al from the perspeclive of women
landless labour from excluded communities.

s The vulnerability of specific livelihood groups like the betel formers and
fisherfolk needs to be restored given the currant scenario where their existing
flimsy ivelihood bose has beenusurped,

« The aliocation of the package should be increased towards people centric
sustginable employmen! generation activities other than invesfing on big
projects which may further disploce people or debar them from resources,
More allccations should be made to prograrmmes for people who have fittle or
no assetfssuch asland.

2.2 Food and Work Entitlements

= Activaling and empowering mother commiliesas of Anganwadi cenfres and
concemed monilorng commitlees to ensure Jull funclioning of Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS),

= Provisions should also be made for lamilies that have migraled to ensure that
they get the adequate nutrition for their families.

+ Those migrafing with in Uttar Pradesh in search of job, there should be some
provision thal they can use NFSA caord [compalibiiity of NESA card) lo other
placeswhich willensure their food security.

= The Supreme Court has instructed State Governments o guarantes monthly
focd grain enfitlements o all households, regardiess of whether househoids
fall under the category of priorly or not as per the NFSA. It also waives off the
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reguiremani of possassing a rofion card 1o gel monthly entitlement ol food
grains, any appropnate idenfification and prool of residence can substitute
the rafion card to access the food grains. Still there are many eligible people
who are facing the problem of not getting Rafion so providing rafion shouid be
ansurad.

+ Toke support of higher acodemic institutions to design employment
generafing programs (Micro-Planning) in large numbers, in order to incregse
coverage under MGNREGA. and provide speedy payment of wages. It will
benefil in Comnservalion of Water and provide livelihood options which will
ultimately help o prevent Migration.

9.3 Agriculure and Livestock Support

+ Adequate and timely provision of funds for ogriculture and livestock,

+ Maoke crop insurance mandatory and alio institutional arangements for
timely payment ofinsurance premiums,

« Provide effeclive crop Insurance and credit 1o mojorify of farmears including
tenant formens and non-loanee farmers and ensure proper implementation,
There & need of some policies for agrculture Insuronce to cover 100%
coverage of the crops of allloanee and non loanee.

+ Promotionof localand indigenous seeds ond crops which are more resilient

« Bundelkhand has a variety of dry lond crops and this need lo be preservad,
The curent organic policy looks at high value brands. These need to be
converted into people friendly practices and policies,

» The Govemment Order of Declarafion of drought also included providing
compersation of crop loss to eligible farmers but the tenant farmers and share
cropper are not eligible fo receive compensations lor the crop loss, only the
owner of the lond & gething any type of compensation. 56 there should be
some provision of providing compensation to tenant farmers and shaore
cropper.

» The Agricuiture Folicy should be geared towards improvement of dry land
farming; low input forming systems; soil and water conservafion; prometing
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alternalive low cost and water efficient imigation systems: promotion of
sustainable agnculture practices using indigenous seads.

= There is need of fodder and nufriious diel for animals, there should be some
provision for providing inceanlive to the farmers for sowing green fodder.

9.4 Water Resources

» Equitable distibution of water resources and prioritizing of domestic and
imgational needs of the people.

+ The Water Policy should be clearly geared towards effective conservation
ond management of the exsting water harvesting structures ond fowards
making the best possible efforts for conserving rain water.

« The thrust should therefore be placed on repair, maintenance and effective
management of the fraditional water harvesting structures; development of
water recharging copacities; prohikition of instaling excessive ground water
extraction technologies and promotion of surfoce water ufility; provide
greater emphasis on development and management of watersheds; facus
on water equity which will ensure equal distribution of water for everyone.

7.5 Accountabilities of the State and Need of a Monitoring System

+ Cenire and stale governments need fo be proactive in quick assessment of
onset of drought by improving their forecasting and technical machinery so
that declaration and release of funds and fallowing actions can be timely and
efficient. Timelines lor assessment and declaralion and other actions have o
bemandated os per Supreme Court orders.

« Regular monitoring and review of the implementation of schemas and
PIOgrommimes.

= Asthe govermment has implemented various schemes on regular basis for the
benefits of affected communities but lack of uniformity has been observed, for
effeclive implementation, some mechanism for assessment of measure




|
schemes al communily level should be |here.

« The Government has a number of committess at the district level
Participation of civil society crganizations {C50s) In these committeeas will help
improve coordination between the govermment and civilsociely.

+ In the long term there s need for mainstreaming frugal technology and
making it accessible to people for ensuring rural livelihoods. All micro imigation
schemes of the Government of India (Gol) should be implemented in totality in
Bundelkhand. Micro irmigation and drip imigation projects should be
implemeanted on a saturation basis.

s Rother thon addressing the problems in o piecemeal fashion It is
recommeanded that the micro participatory planning and menitoring
processes are strengthened at the vilage level, in eachvillage.

+ |nsteod of the depariments being asked to submit guick plans. a vilage based
porticipatory planning process - defined in o given time with the leadership of
Panchayat ond mandaoted by the Grom Sabhao, (supporied by line
departments) and speciolist agencies should be undertaken.

+ Sirengthened ond empowered marginalized community parficipation in a
robust Gram Sabha will be the sole orbiter of the success of the packoge.

9.6 Policy Changes

+ Based on the instruction of Supreme Court to Gowt. of India to revise and
update the Drought Management Manual on or bafore 31° Dec. 2016. We
recommend that the Stale Disaster Management Plan for Drough! should also
be revised ond updated as it is also outdoted and several new developments
and changes in cimate have taken which has to be considered. Section 23
sub-section [5) of Disaster Management Act, 2005 also state that the Stote
Planshall be revised and updated annually.

+ The Section 48 Sub-section 1 |a) and | (c) of Disaster Managemeant Act, 2005
have provision of establishment of Stale Disaster Response Fund and State
Disaster Mitigation Fund respectively bul in the State of Uttar Pradesh the
establishment of State Disaster Mifigotion Fund did notf happened fill date.




Based on the instruction of Supreme Court to Govt. of India for the
establishment of National Disaster Mitigation Fund, we recommend that Govt.
of Uttar Pradesh should also considerit.

« There should clearly be very strict implementation of the Environmental Laws
all around and particularly where exiractive industries are operating. The
concept of commercial mining as a fuel for Bundelkhand's economic growth
should be rechecked. Rural industrialization morphed to promote rural
livelihoods and prevent migration should be encouraged.




Some Highlights of Media Coverage
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