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Foreword

It needs to be admitted that practice and the belief, in the existence of the witches and that they be punished for the harm they
cause, has refused to die down or wither away, and may have been even strengthened in some parts There are several well
informed among us for whom the phenomenon and the practice of witch hunting, remains unknown and at best a thing of the past
or a metaphor. Even when faced with disturbing evidence of large scale prevalence in several regions of the country, they remain
incredulous.

Forthe tribal activists it poses a serious dilemma as the equalitarian and community cultures that they hold on to and to preserve as
an alternative to the greed driven unjust and unequal mainstream, allow and continue to support this gross injustice and cruelty.

Is it a coincidence that most of the so called are women, and the witch doctors men? Perhaps not, and this is where our
investigations, reflections and research may begin but not end. It is nobody's brief that only women come to harm, their loved
ones, their families are equally subjected to torture and suffer for standing by their wife, mother or sister. Itisalso equally true that
the belief in witches causing harm, is held universally by women and men, young or old alike or at least is not questioned enough. It
is also equally true that so many agents of change, political activists, evangelical missions, or diehard sanskritisers, have not
considered interfering in this, ever. Perhaps the only serious challenge to the practice of witch hunting has come from within from
one fondly remembered and revered Sarada Prasad Kisku, poet, friend, teacher, philosopher and guide to many Santhal women
and men.

Ifthere are others, they have remained unknown to us.

The reason why we come together now as we have in the past, is to reconnect to that revolt from within, for that would perhaps be
the basis of a sustained push forward. We acknowledge and understand that it remains the obligation of the state, to stand by



constitutional values, and to protect freedom and life of the beleaguered, tortured women and their families, as promised to them
by the fundamental rights. However, we all know that mere intentions, even when crafted in the best possible laws and
legislations, have not served us adequately. There has to be a body of women and men who understand that witch hunting has to
be defeated, not by assimilating into the main-stream, but by addressing the contradiction within of tribal cultures and societies.
And only then as they access mechanisms such as laws, friends such as us and institutions such as the police and court, we may be
able to make a dent.

Sehjo Singh, Director-Policy and Programmes

ActionAid, New Delhi, INDIA
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Preface

Violence against women has taken many forms in our societies. Witch hunting is one of the cruel and deplorable practices
which have been going on in our country for many centuries. The recent spate of Acts against witch hunting has not curbed this
practice, Odisha has witnessed a steady rise in witch hunting practices some of which come to the light and some remain hidden in
the communities. Unequal social structure and gender inequality remain the structural causes of witch hunting practices. As a
result, even among women, single women, women belonging to Dalit, Tribal and other backward communities bear the brunt of
the exploitation and become victims of witch hunting. Land disputes, sexual abuse, dispute regarding livelihoods often result in
witch hunting. Even if male members are targeted in witch hunting, sometimes villagers boycott the entire family and women
members of the family are exploited and discriminated.

ActionAid as an organisation has been endeavouring to understand the issue, identify the factors rooted in the societal
structure and build evidence in support of the vulnerabilities and sufferings of the women due to witch branding and further
violence on them. In this background ActionAid in partnership with UNFPA, Odisha has collected case studies on witch hunting
with special focus on women in the high prevalence districts of Odisha like Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sundergarh, Ganjam, Gajapati,
Raygada, Malkangiri and Koraput districts of Odisha. The present study report includes the 24 case studies conducted from the
above districts, its analysis and learning and a set of recommendations. The set of recommendation is not full and final that can be
further enriched in terms of taking the expert views in the forthcoming national level workshop scheduled to be organised during
from 23" to 24" November 2015 at Bhubaneswar. And thus a set of recommendations would be submitted to the concerned
Government departmentsin the state as outcome of the present study.

Lot of efforts has gone in conducting the present study in terms of collecting case studies. We are thankful to Dr Deepa
Prasad, State Programme Coordinator, UNFPA, Odisha for supporting this study. Also | thank Mr Kumar Manish, State Programme
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Officer, UNFPA, Odisha for all his support . | take this opportunity to thank Mr BN Durga, Programme Officer, ActionAid for all his
efforts in coordinating, compiling and editing the case studies. | sincerely acknowledge the support of our friends in collecting the
case studies. | thank Ms Lopamudra Behera, Programme Officer for collecting the case studies from Raygada district of Odisha. And
my utmost thanks to Mr Debendra Sutar, Editor, Charcha who took all the pains to visit different districts and collected the case
studies. Also | thank my colleague Mr Ghasiram Panda, Programme Manager for extending all his support for this study. My sincere
thank to Mr Bighneswar Sahu, Senior Journalist for his support in terms of providing published media clippings related to witch
branding in Odisha. | extend my thanks to Dr. Amrita Patel, Project Advisor, State Resource Center for Women, Government of
Odisha for her support and inspiration. We acknowledge the efforts of media in highlighting the issue constantly. The media reports
have been useful for usin documenting the case studies.

The support and guidance of our Executive Director, Sri Sandeep Chachra and Director Policy & Programmes, Ms Sehjo
Singh has always been the source of inspiration for us. | acknowledge that and extend my since thanks to both of them.

Above all the without the support of the survivor victims the study would not have seen light of the day, hence | extend my
sincere thanks and gratitude to all the people who shared the stories of their sufferings and struggles.

Debabrat Patra,
Regional Manager
ActionAid, Bhubaneswar Regional Office, Odisha
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Witch Branding in Odisha : Context, Analysis & Recommendations

Background:

The widespread practice of witch-hunts in geographically and culturally separated societies (Europe, Africa, India, and New
Guinea) since the 1960s has triggered interest in the anthropological and sociological background of this behaviour. Belief in
witchcraft has similarities in societies throughout the world. It presents a framework to explain the occurrence of otherwise
random misfortunes such as sickness or death, and the witch sorcerer provides an image of evil.[1] Reports on indigenous
practices in the Americas, Asia and Africa collected during the early modern age of exploration have been taken to suggest that not
justthe belief in witchcraft but also the periodic outbreak of witch-hunts is a human cultural universal.[2]

Women's Rights Violation due to Witch Branding:

Of all the abuses of rights around the world, violence against women is one of the most widespread. One in three women
worldwide will be raped, assaulted, or physically or sexually abused in her lifetime. For many women it can be almostimpossible to
defend themselves against violence because their voices are unheard and they have very little support available to them.

The issue of witch branding of women in Ghana and making further violence on them are linked to the whole issue of gender
inequality in the country. When women are younger, more useful to society, they are in their child bearing years, they are working
and have a husband and are conforming to what society expects, then there is no problem and no one will accuse them of
behaviour which might then be attributed to witchcraft. But most of those accused are older, usually they are widowed and no
longer looking after children and living alone on the edge of society. Then they become a target because they are no longer useful
to society and not conforming to what people expect.
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Accusations of witchcraft are a convenient excuse for the cruel treatment of women whao are poor, excluded, different, or seen
to be challenging the status quo. Very occasionally women who are economically successful and independent are accused, as a
way of taking away their wealth and power. Women who are outspoken are also often accused of being a witch.

In northern Ghana hundreds of women accused of witchcraft by relatives or members of their community was living in 'witch
camps' after fleeing or being banished from their homes. The camps, which were home to around 800 women and 500 children,
offer poor living conditions and little hope of a normal life. The women had fled discrimination, threats or even mob justice after
being accused of witchcraft and blamed for 'crimes’ such as causing sickness, droughts or fires, cursing a neighbour or even just
appearing in someone's dream. Those who reached the witch camps were the lucky ones. Women had been murdered after
accusations of witchcraft. Recently a mother of three was beaten and set on fire after being blamed for making a child sick through
witchcraft.11n 2010, the case of a 72-year-old woman who was set on fire and killed made headlines around the world.2

Some elderly women had lived in the camps for as long as 40 years —abandoned by their families and trapped in the camps until
they die. Their only companions were young girls, often granddaughters or family members, who were sent with the women as
‘attendants’. Most of these girls had never gone to school, or had dropped out, and even when they reached the age when they
could leave the camps, they usually could not because they were tainted by the word 'witch'.

In 2011 the Ghanaian government announced that the witch camps should be closed down as soon as 2012, ActionAid was
firmly against the closure of the camps in such as short space of time, because although they could be seen as ghettos, the camps
provided a safe haven for women accused of witchcraft. The women themselves said they would prefer to stay in the camps rather
than face discrimination or risk violence or death back home.

ActionAid led an anti-witch camp campaign with the ultimate aim that all the women labelled as witches are able to leave the
camps and be safely reintegrated into society. There is a widespread belief in witchcraft in Ghana, as in many other countries.
Though both men and women could be accused of witchcraft, the vast majority were women, especially the elderly.

Women who do not fulfil expected gender stereotypes, for example if they are widows, unmarried or cannot have children, are
vulnerable to being branded as witches. ActionAid believes the witch camps are a cruel manifestation of gender inequality and
violence against women in Ghana, as well as a denial of the rights of the women and girls who live there.
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The camps only exist in the northern region of Ghana, where poverty levels are far higher than other areas of the country.
ActionAid has been working in the camps since 2005 to provide basic services such as food, water, shelter and education. In recent
years the focus is also on enabling the women to organise themselves, learn about their rights and fight for improved services and
access to social benefits. They now feel self-confident enough to be leading the campaign to prevent the immediate closure of the
camps, through marches, media engagement and community education. (3]

ActionAid has conducted a study on witch hunting in the States of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattsigarh of India in terms of collecting
case studies. The purpose of the study was to identity factors responsible for prevalence of witch branding of women as one of the
heinous crimes against women. The study findings revealed that in each of the case direct or extended members of the survivor
victim's family had used the popular belief in”"tonhi” in dispossessing the women of her ownership over land, however small. Inthe
cases studied, persecutors and survivor victims belonged to tribal, Dalit and OBC category. In most of the cases, an FIR appears to
have been lodged with the local police station. In any case, the IPC sections used in these cases to register such cases of witch
hunting had been IPC342, 354,341, 290,323, 324k, 325, 506, or 34. Except for 307 (attempt to murder), all the other sections were
bailable offence. It was observed during the study that the accused were out on bail and the women continue to feel threatened.
Despite cases against the accused and arrest made, survivor victims continued to face mental agony of being stigmatized as a
“tonhi”, The stigma of “tonhi” seemed to have left an indelible mark in the lives of women. The presence of women organization
supported the victims in filing the case. Along with the above findings the study recommended to undertake a review of
implementation of law, consultation at national level for a central law, holding meeting with women's group for capturing their
experience and exclusive meeting with feminist lawyers to understand the existing laws.[4]

In Odisha the deplorable practice of witch hunting is rampant and women and their family members are succumbing to
senseless violence. Hundreds of cases of witch hunting can be found in the 5 years crime statistics against women in the state of
Odisha. According to the status given in the Study of Odisha Rationalists Society (ORS), 152 people were killed between 2010 and
June 1, 2012. Every year, a good number of persons are killed in the name of superstitions and black magic. Witch-hunting
casualties are on the rise across the State as 56 persons were killed in 2010, 72 personsin 2011 and 24 personsin 2012. According to
data from the National Crime Records Bureau, Odisha saw 177 murders for 'witchcraft' during this period from 2008-2013[5].
Under culpable homicide not amounting to murder Odisha accounted for 75% cases due to 'Witchcraft' [6].
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For an extensive period, witch branding was understood as a superstitious. But over the period many studies have been
undertaken and explained that witch branding in many a times are committed by men on women. This act of branding woman as
witch is due to their refusal to abdicate their rights or strong assertion over their rights. It has been observed that in most of the
cases single women like widow, never married, and separated etc are more vulnerable to this kind of witch branding since they are
notina position to either defend or having the support of others.

Looking at this context and seriousness of the violence against women, the State Government of Odisha brought the 'Odisha
Prevention of Witch Hunting Bill-2013' during December 2013 following the notice issued by High Court file counter to PILs seeking
introduction of an act against witch-hunting. For the implementation of the legislation, a set of activities with benchmarks and
indicators needed to be set within a framework with a comprehensive and coordinated approach where the different stakeholders
were to be provided with capacity building about their specific roles and responsibilities.

There is no significant achievement of efforts on the ground to clamp down on witch-hunting in the state even as the Odisha
Prevention of Witch-hunting Act, 2013 became enforceable in February 2014, Some of the gaps in implementation of the Act are
mentioned below in brief:

@ The Act empowers the government to organise awareness programmes against superstition and witch-hunting however
there is no visible efforts to create awareness on the ground especially in the districts in which it is rampant such as
Ganjam, Gajapati, Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh, Keonjhar, Malkangiri, Koraput and Raygada of Odisha.

® Police personnel also lack awareness on the issue as a consequence they refer IPC instead of The Odisha Prevention of
Witch Hunting Act; 2013 while dealing the cases of witch hunting.

® Thereis a further demand for health care facilities, especially for tribal areas, as lack of health infrastructure made it easy
for witch doctors to thrive.
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ActionAid's work on addressing the issue of Witch Branding :

ActionAid is working on the issue of witch hunting nationally (MP, Rajasthan and so on) and internationally (African countries like Ghana).

As part of our effort to address this issue of women's rights violation due to witch branding, we have been closely working

with our partners in 10 districts of Odisha. In this process we have reached out to the most vulnerable communities in terms of
awareness building and engaging further with social institution and leaders:

Sensitization programme in vulnerable districts:

We have been engaged in building awareness of the community through partnership in different vulnerable districts. Folk
media has been used as effective medium in reaching to people and engaging further to bring clarity on the issue and
develop rationalist thoughts. This effort has become a part of our work to address women'’s rights violation in the areas
where we have long term presence for grounding of our rights based work with the most marginalized communities.

Engagement with social institution and leaders through our partners: We have been engaging with the leaders of the
social institutions ( like Paudi Bhuyan Samaj) to build this discourse within their community and society. ActionAid with its
partners have joined with different tribal groups like the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) to build their
awareness and support them further to ensure justice to the victims.

State level advocacy: Also we have had strategic engagement on the issue of witch branding with different Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) and Government departments. We have been constantly engaging with different organization how
to monitor the implementation of the existing laws and develop mechanism to address the issues. Also we have made
efforts in holding consultation towards developing schemes as provisioned in the existing law.

Feminist perspective building of community: Having understanding of the manifestation of the witch branding is rooted
on patriarchy, we have been engaged in building feminist perspective among the women members in the community. In
this process of our engagement, the agency of women emerged at grass root level having understanding of their rights

and ability to challenge patriarchy and violence on women as human rights violation.
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m  Ensuring Rights to single women: It has been found that single women is the most vulnerable to witch branding. So we have deeper
engagement in building the leadership of the single women and facilitating them further in forming a collectives of single
women. Also the women members have been oriented on their rights and facilitated further towards claiming their rights
over land, livelihood and entitlement of Governments.

m  Media engagement: We have been constantly engaging with the media in bring out the issues of women's rights violence
due to witch branding. The cases of witch branding have been brought to the media and along with this we have joined and
facilitated discussion in media to build public discourse.

m  Engaging with statutory body and institutions : We have facilitated submission of a petitions to Odisha State Commission
for Women to form a committee towards addressing such issues like witch branding as women's rights violation and build
public opinion on this to suggest further for policy change.

Our endeavour as a rights based organization is to identify the issues that are rooted in societal structure and different
dimensions of witch branding that resulted in acute violation of women's rights. We have put an effort to build up some
field based evidence of the women's rights violation due to witch branding that ultimately lead towards complete
impoverishment. We have taken several attempts to understand the issue and collect information in terms of organizing
consultation at state level mobilizing civil society organization, community leaders, activists, police officials, legal
practitioners, academicians, psychologist, and survivors. Also we have collected 20 case studies from different districts of
Odisha where reporting of incidence related to witch branding is more. We have compiled these cases studies focusing on
the root causes of witch branding, different social dimensions, severity of violations, implementation of the existing
legislation etc. We do hope this report would create an understanding of the ground realities focusing on various
dimensions of witch branding and further violence on women.
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Salient Features of the existing Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act, 2013:

The existing Legislation aims at prohibiting Witch-hunting and other similar practices thereto helping in tackling the evil

consequences and in curbing crimes. The penal provisions of the proposed Legislation includes Witch hunting, branding a woman
as Witch and other similar practices causing harm or injury to any person and who performs any practice as Witch doctor. Penal
provision has also been included for repeated offence. The penal provisions of the above Legislation also provide that every
offence under it shall be cognizable and non-bailable. Itis also included that the State Government may make one or more schemes
to conduct awareness programme on superstitions and other related matters as it may deem proper. Resultantly, the Proposed
Legislation shall help in achieving security and dignity of Women of State.

Definition of Witch-hunting: The Act defines that Witch- hunting means any act of omission, commission or conduct on the
part of any person, (i) identifying, accusing or defaming a woman as a witch, or (ii) harassing, harming or injuring such woman
whether mentally or physically or damaging her property.

Prohibition of witch-hunting and practicing witch craft: No person shall commit witch-hunting or exercise or practise witch
craft with intent to cause harm orinjury to another person.

Penalty for witch hunting: Witch branding is derogatory to human dignity. Committing witch hunting, or abetting, or
provoking for witch hunting is punishable with imprisonment for a term that may be extended to 3 years or with fine but it is
not lessthan Rs. 1,000/- or with both. Forcing any woman, branding her as witch, to drink or eat any inedible substance or any
other obnoxious substance or parade her with painted face or body or committing any similar acts that is derogatory to
human dignity or displaced from her house, is punishable with imprisonment for a term that is not less than 1 year but that
may be extend to 5 years and with fine.

Penalty for witchdoctor: Practicing witch craft or other similar practices with intent to cause harm or injury to any person is
punishable with imprisonment for aterm thatis not less than 1 year but that may extend to 3 years or with fine thatis not less
than Rs, S000/- or with both.
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Enhancement of the punishment: The existing legislation includes penalty for repeated offenders. A person who has already
been convicted of an offence punishable under this Act, is convicted for the second offence or any offence subsequent to
second offence, is punishable with imprisonment for a term that is not less than 3 years but that may be extended to 7 years
and with fine thatis not less than Rs. 10,000/-.

Act not in derogation of any other law: The provisions that the Act includes is in addition to the existing laws and not in
derogation of the provisions of any other law.

Order for compensation: The amount of fine would be fixed by the court taking in to consideration of the physical and mental
damages caused to the victims due to witch branding. This damage includes the cost of treatment and damages of property of
the victim. The fine would be recovered from the offender by the court and either partial or full amount of the recovered
penalty would be provided to the victim as compensation.

Offence to be cognizable and non-bailable: All kind of offences related to witch hunting has been included under this Act as
cognizable and non-bailable.

Preventive action to be taken by the State Government: The Act includes the provision for the State Government to develop
schemes for creating awareness on blind belief and educating people about the bizarre concept of witch craft and related
practices.
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Background of the Study:

ActionAid has been involved in identifying the issues that is rooted in societal structure and different dimensions of witch branding
that resulted in acute violation of women's rights. We have been making our effort to build up some field based evidence of the
women's rights violation due to witch branding that ultimately lead towards complete impoverishment. We have been taking
several attempts to understand the issue and collect information in terms of organizing consultation at state level mobilizing civil
society organization, community leaders, activists, police officials, legal practitioners, academicians, psychologist, and survivors. In
this background the partnership with UNFPA was very helpful to collect case studies related to witch branding of women in Odisha
and present this compiled report.

Objective of the Study:

The main objective of the study is to highlight the cases of women's rights violence due to witch branding and identify various
underlying factors contributing to such heinous crimes against women. The other objective was to suggest way forward how to
addressthe issues of women's rights violence due to witch branding.

Methodology of the Study:

The study includes a very convenient and flexible methodology. Since the time period was very short hence 24 case studies were
collected from the districts like Ganjam, Gajapati, Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh, Keonjhar, Malkangiri, Koraput and Raygada of Odisha.
The study districts were decided keeping in view of the numbers of witch branding cases reported in the media. Detailed
interaction was made with the survivor (if the person is alive) and their families to collect the case studies. Besides that there was
discussion among the community leaders, PRI members, women |leaders, lawyers, social activists and people of NGOs to collect
information related to the above case studies.

Scope of the Study:

The compilation includes 24 cases studies that have been collected from the districts like Ganjam, Gajapati, Mayurbhanj,
Sundergarh, Keonjhar, Malkangiri, Koraput and Raygada of Odisha. This study includes capturing and analysing different cases of
women's rights violence due to witch branding, interacting with the survivor victims / victims, discussing the community leaders,
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PRI members, women leaders, lawyers, and social activists. Also this includes scanning media report and review book, articles and
news report. The findings of the study explain about the severity of the situation of human rights violation due to witch branding
and create further scope to undertake in-depth analysis of the issue in terms undertaking comprehensive research in the high
prevalence district of Odisha.

Duration of the Study:

Two months (September to October 2015) time was taken collect the case studies in terms making field visit to the study districts
and compilation, analysis and preparation of report.

Limitation of the Study:

This study was undertaken with a very short span of time and includes 24 case studies only. The study findings have been drawn
from the analysis of 24 case studies only hence it can't be generalised for other areas of the districts.
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Analysis and Findings of the Case Study :

\

It is found that the majority of victims are women whose age is above 30 years at the time of occurrence of the incidence
of witch branding and further violence on them.

Land grabbing is also one of the major reason of branding a women as witch. Gate Munda from Kalho Hundula village under
Joda Police Station of Keonjhar District was branded as witch and she was killed by her neighbor Nidhi Munda. Also Hemla
Malma, a 55 years old single woman of Koraput District was branded as witch and she was killed further by her nephew
Kushan as she asked for the money in lieu of land. In the same way Balli Murum aged about 55 years of Mayurbhanj district
was beaten up badly accused as witch. And she was forced to sell her land to the black magician as she was ordered by the
villagers to visit Gaya and give a feast to the villagers.

It has been observed that majority cases of witch branding is found among the tribal, dalit and OBC communities. In the
absence of proper health care facilities and health seeking behaviour, people depend upon the witch doctor and fall in the
web of branding others as witch that leads to further violence on the victims.

Alsoitis found from the case studies of Ganjam District that people from other district like Nayagarh perform the role of witch
doctor to earn handsome amount of money from this. But in most of the cases of Ganjam district, people from Nayagarh has
performed the role of witch doctor to identify the witch and the villagers have collected good amount of money from each
households and paid to the witch doctor.

In most of the cases the accused has been booked under the Indian Penal Code mostly under bailable sections due to which
the accused are roaming free and victims continue to live in fear and subjugation. But in only two cases the police have booked
the accused under Odisa Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013. Some examples are cited below :

¢ Forexample, in case of the witch branding to BalliMurmu the offender has been booked under1PC323/324/34.

¢ In Gate Munda murder case, the offenders Nidhi Munda, Upendra Munda and Ibon Munda have been booked under
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sections 302, 307, 323, 354A, 376D, 201 and 34 of IPC and under the POSCSO Act. Sena Munda has been booked under
302, 109, 376D and 34 IPC and 17 of POSCSO Act. Surendra Nayak has been booked under 302, 109, 376D and 34 of IPC
and 17 POSCSO Act. They are being tried under Case N0.188/30.11.2014.

¢ In case of Sukurmani Munda murder case, the police arrested the offenders Siva Munda, Mana Munda, Sani Munda,
Mangulu Munda, Sadan Munda on the charges of murder. The case No.167/2014 was registered under section 302, 201,
34 and the accused were sent to jail on rejection of bail.

¢ In Triveni Chanda case of witch branding, no action was taken by police against the villagers. So Triveni filed a case ICC
9/2011 U/S-200 CrPC against the villagers and the police have arrested one witch hunter, and another accused person and
sent themtojail.

¢ In Singho Murmu Murder case Police also arrested the accused Sundar Mohan Murmu and his elder brother Fakira
Murmu. The accused were remanded in judicial custody after their bail pleas were rejected, accused were booked under
302,307 and 34 of IPCand Prevention of Witch Hunting Act-2013 Section-4.

¢ In Pami Majhi murder case the police arrested the accused Hindustani after two days. He has been charged with section
302, 405 of IPCunder case number 77/14. His bail was rejected by the court and he is currently languishing in the Baripada
Jailasan under trial prisoner.

¢ In Mukta Purty murder case Police have registered a Case No0.19/14 against the accused Bira Singh Bari under the
provision of IPCSection 302, 201 and Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013. And the accused isin jail.

¢ In Mithila Munda murder case Police registered a case No .34/12 under section 302, 301 and 32 of the Indian Penal Code.
Two villagers Sabana Munda, Manglu Munda were arrested.

¢ In Ratani Marandi murder case the 17 years accused girl student Gourangi after surrendering herself was arrested and a
police case No.33/11 was lodged against her under section 302 IPC. She is still behind bars and her decision remains
pending.

¢ In Gura Munda's murder case, five family members like his wife Budhuni Munda (30), and four children —son Sunil (16),

\ () \



Krishna (3) and daughters Sombari (14), Nitima (7) were killed. Police have arrested all the accused Tumba Munda, Sueina
Munda, Baguni Munda, Suresh Munda, Iswar Munda, Mano Munda, Pandary Munda and Gopinath Munda, and sent
them to jail Badbil district jail. A Case (N0.95/2015) has been registered against the accused persons under the provision
of IPCSections 452,302, 307, 34 and Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013 under section 4.

Itis found form the case study that even a 17 years minor girl student was involved in the process of witch branding to a single
woman named Ratani Marandi and killed her further. The accused Gourangi Murmu, had just appeared for matric
examination, her father was suffering from TB but being unaware of the disease they suspected it was the work of black magic
and so they did many rituals and pujas but he died. Her brother too suffered from fever which made her believe it was the
handiwork of Ratani Marandi and therefore, she killed her. She also believed that the previous year she failed because of black
magic by Ratani.

Among the survivor whose case study was collected, despite the case against the offenders and arrests made, survivor
continue to face stigma and leave in fear and exclusion. Triveni Chanda was accused as witch, beaten up badly and forced to
eat human excreta. Her house was looted all her assets, gold, silver, money and many more household things taken from her
house. Triveni finally she went to her father's house. She became a social outcast with even her own relatives reluctant to talk
to her. The couple is now homeless and without any income, they are now forced to work as a labourer. No action was taken by
police against the villagers. So Triveni filed a case ICC9/2011 U/S-200 CrPCon 1st October 2011 against the villagers the police
have arrested one witch hunter, and another accused person and sent them to jail. But things remain the same for Triveni, her
daughter had to stop her education, she is forced to live in a rented house outside the village. They are unable to cultivate their
own land.
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Recommendations:

The following recommendations have been drawn from the analysis of the 24 collected case studies form Ganjam, Gajapati,
Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh, Keonjhar, Malkangiri, Koraput and Raygada of Odisha. However these recommendations are not full and
final. We would also invite more recommendations from the experts of different states. This would be shared in the National Level
workshop on witch hunting scheduled to be held from 23" to 24" November 2015 at Bhubaneswar. Incorporating the
recommendation of the experts it would be finalised further and a charter of demand would be submitted to the concerned
Government departments.

m Build awareness on Campaign Mode as Preventive action by the State Government: The Act includes the provision for the
State Government to develop schemes for creating awareness on blind belief and educating people about the bizarre concept
of witch craft and related practices. But the State Government has not effectively undertaken any awareness generation
programme and steps towards educating people on these strange practices of witch branding. Hence the Government should
take steps towards building awareness and educating people through mobilising the communities and using folk media along
with using effective |IEC materials best suited to people's understating in the districts where the witch hunting practices are
widely prevalent.

® Undertake areview on the effective implementation of the Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act, 2013 : The cases of witch
branding and further violence on women is more districts like Ganjam, Gajapati, Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh, Keonjhar,
Malkangiri, Koraput as per the media report. The enactment of Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013 make possible for
the victims to ask for justice. But it necessitate proper implementation of the Act in terms of providing orientation to the police
officials on the Act and extending legal aid services to the victims. Despite of the case against the offenders and arrest made,
survivor victims continues to face stigma and leave in fear and exclusion. Hence a proper monitoring of the implementation of
the Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013 is very much required.
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Develop schemes to rehabilitate the survivors: The state government needs to develop specific programmes for the victims to
witch hunting and their families so that their livelihoods are not affected. The education and health needs of the families of the
survivors need to be taken care of by the state. In addition to this, awareness needs to be generated against the stigma attached
to the families of the survivors and the villagers need to be warned if they continue to indulge in this discrimination of the
survivors of the witchcraft.

Monitoring of Human Rights violation: Odisha Human Rights Commission may also watch on this issue since there has been
acute human rights violation due to witch branding and the Commission may further issues directives to the concerned
authorities for taking appropriate action.

Special Drive in High Prevalence District: The Government need undertake special drive in the districts where prevalence of
witch branding is more and there is a need to create awareness, educate people, and ensure strengthened education and
health care facilities to address the issues effectively. The concerned district administration needs to monitor the issues
mobilising the community leaders and PRI members.

Inclusion of rationalist idea, thoughts in school curriculum: The school curriculum need to include courses on rationalist ideas,
thoughts, and misconceptions of witch branding since school students are also found to be involved in the process of witch
branding and making further violence.

Monitoring of Women’s Rights violation : Odisha State Commission for Women needs to review the implementation of the
existing Act since witch branding and further violence on women sub-humanising the life of women. As per the Odisha State
Commission for women Act, 1993, the commission may appoint special committee at state level to find out the fact, develop
mechanism for effective implementation of the Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013, provide hand holding support to
the administrations, engage with different communities towards building awareness. The commission may also initiate
dialogue among and within all the stake holders at different level persistently.
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Case Studies







1. Case Study: Mina Naik
Dalit woman, branded as witch, brutally killed by mob

“This culture of labelling a dalit woman as a witch, parading her naked, abducting her from home, killing F /% :'. :
her mercilessly and then throwing away her dead body is reflection of exploitation by the powerful © '
people in the community of the weak. It is very easy for the upper caste in the community to violate dalits ;
since we are powerless, helpless, and very small in numbers. We struggle everyday for a couple of meals _
lacking any economic assets like land. Also it is very easy for the perpetrators to be escape from legal . ‘
punishment," said Niranjan. '
Anincident of iliness in an upper caste girl and assertion by the local witch doctor instigated a mob attack
on Mina Naik, a poor dalit woman, dragging her from her house into the forest, slitting her throat and
throwing the dead body into a pond.

Mina Naik, a resident of Pankal Badi village in Ganjam District of Odisha was one of the only three scheduled caste families in the
predominantly Gauda (OBC) village where the community has 494 houses. Mina used to work for the village deity and help in
household work around the village.

B
Niranjan Nayakss
Son.of the degedsed

The average land holding of the Gauda community is about 10 acres while

“This culture of labelling a dalit woman as a witch, s :
the SCcommunity is predominantly landless.

parading her naked, abducting her from home, killing
her mercilessly and then throwing away her dead body || The survivor Niranjan Naik, Mina's son, is still terrorised by the turn of

is reflection of exploitation by the powerful people in || eventsthree years ago.
the community of the weak. It is very easy for the upper

; ; : o "On that fateful evening, my father was sleeping in the veranda, when the
caste in the community to violate dalits since we are

boweress ihelnless, and verd stnall In numbets) We offenders rushed in to our house; they took my mother to the nearby
struggle everyday for a couple of meals lacking any || Village forest about 3 kms away, slit her throat with a sharp weapon and
economic assets like land. Also it is very easy for the || threw herinto a water body. The dead body was found next day and police
perpetrators to be escape from legal punishment,” said || was informed by the Sarpanch, who belongs to the scheduled caste
Niranjan, Village : Pankal Badi, Dist : Ganjam community.
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“Since | was living in a nearby village | got the news next day. It would have been impossible for me to stand against a powerful
person like Nakul without the help of the Sarpanch. Based on the FIR, the police arrested 6 persons including the main offender
Nakul who was released on bail after 2 months”, said Niranjan Naik.

The trigger leading to the heinous crime was that Mira was accused of causing iliness to Nakul Pradhan's daughter by the witch
doctor.

The village Pankal Badi has very pitiable health infrastructure. The Community Health Centre 10 Kms away at Buguda and the
district head quarter hospital is situated at a distance of 100 kms. In the absence of health facilities people rely more on the witch
doctor, during sickness.

Nakul started consulting a witch doctor from the nearby village to cure his daughter from iliness. The treatment of the witch doctor
was not fruitful and herillness aggravated. The witch doctor allegedly advised Nakula that his daughter is the victim of witchcraft
by Mira, thisled to the brutal killing according to Naik.

“This culture of labelling a dalit woman as a witch, disrobing her, abducting her from home, killing her mercilessly and throwing
away her dead body is a reflection of exploitation by the powerful people in the community of the weak. It is very easy for the upper
caste in the community to violate dalits since we are powerless, helpless, and very small in numbers. We struggle everyday for a
couple of meals lacking any economic assets like land. Also it is very easy for the perpetrators to be escape from legal punishment,”
said Niranjan.

Witch hunting and consequent violence on the victims is very common in this area with about 10 cases were being reported by
locals and media during the last year. The offenders are encouraged by poor conviction rate and delayed justice.

The dependency of the dalit families on the rich and upper caste group for livelihood as wage labourer, share croppers makes them
vulnerable towards exploitation including branding them as witch, which subjugates them forcing dalits to render services with
minimum payment.

Parbati, a local woman says that “The belief of people on witch practice is also very strong in our locality, incidences of witch
branding and consequent violenceis highly prevalentin the locality”.

Bhagyalaxmi, a member of CSO working for the land rights of single women sums up, “instances of labelling single women as
witches and further violence is very rampant in these areas. Also people here strongly believe in witch craft. In the absence of
adequate health care facilities in the locality, people rely more on the witch doctor. Also the offenders hardly get convicted and
justice takes a long time to get delivered”,
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2. Case Study: Triveni Chanda
A family ruined by witch hunting

Triveni Chanda and Anand Chanda eked out their living by farming their 1 acre land and
supplementing theirincome as daily labourers, in Gobar landia village in Ganjam district.

Their elder daughter was already married, their younger daughter, Tikina Chanda (14) was
studying in Class-IX and a son Bichitra Chanda (16) had lost his sight. The couple had a four room
house. Triveni was well natured and liked by all; she was a good cook and was ever eager to help
others.

Gobar Landia village, Ganjam has around 100 families staying here; all belong to the OBC ,_ :
community. Most of them depend on agriculture for their livelihood. But many of the villagers Triveni Ch-éngiaé._
work in Gujarat and Kerala, as migrant labourers. There is a primary school and a high school o
named Sijipur High School, 3 km far from the village. The village also has a primary hospital.

One day, two sorcerers Prafulla Das and Nityananda Das had came to the village find out the witch in the village. The whole village of
Gobar landia waited in anticipation for the Khata Bidya ritual to be over, a method to find out witches.

They charged Rs 1000 per family to find the witch. The tradition is all binding and any opposition is punished is fined with Rs.51, 000.

As the witch hunter carried the Khata Bidya around the village hundreds of people gathered to watch the activities of the witch
hunter, everyone remained silent, in awe, fearful and eagerly waits for the result of the question, who is a witch here?

The sorcerer started chanting mantras, kicking and shouting, calling loudly to the village goddess.

The procession slowly progressed and Khata reached at Tribeni Chanda's house in the afternoon. This was all that took to turn a
hardworking mother of three children into a witch.

Thirty eight year old Triveni life was shattered from that moment, no amount of begging could dissuade the witch hunter from
relenting. The nightmare had begun for Triveni and her husband Anand Chanda.
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As the sorcerer kicked Triveni the villagers started beating her, her husband and children, they stripped her and dragged to the
village chowk, where they tied her to a pole and forced her to eat human excreta, she remained tied to the pole till police came next
morning and rescued her.

Her house was looted all her assets, gold, silver, money and many more household things were taken from her house.

Villagers ordered her to pay Rs 2 lakh 10 thousand rupees as per the Gram-sabha decision or she will be punished. After they
proclaimed Triveni as witch, the sorcerers were given Rs.60, 000 in addition to new clothes.

Her husband filed an FIR at the Badagada police station. Triveni finally she went to her father's house. She became a social outcast
with even her own relatives were reluctant to talk to her.

The couple is now homeless, without any income and they are now forced to work as a labourer. No action was taken by police
against the villagers. So Triveni filed a case ICC 9/2011 U/S-200 CrPC on 1st October 2011 against the villagers the police have
arrested one witch hunter, and another accused person and sent them to jail.

But things remain the same for Triveni, her daughter had to stop her education, she is forced to live in a rented house outside the
village. They are unable to cultivate their own land. So woes continue to haunt Triveni and her family
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3. Case Study: Sukurmani Munda
Give someone a bad name then go for the kill!

On the fateful night of 20th October 2014, Sukurmani Munda (60) and her husband Mangal
Munda (65) of Tesaburusahi village in Joda Block in Keonjhar district were beaten to death on
suspicion of practising witchcraft and their bodies thrown into the near by jungle.We have to
carry emergency patients on shoulders for treatment to 15 km distance. Obviously sorcery murder
and witch practice prevails rampantly in the area. My grandmother was 60 years old and was
unable to walk and sit. How she was able to kill others? If she could kill people then how come the
people easily beat her to death”- Jayasingh .

They were lynched after being accused of practising sorcery and witch craft. The villagers
apprehended that Sukurmani Munda was a witch and all iliness of children was blamed on her
witch practice. Old and infirm Sukurmani was regularly
We have to carry emergency || booed, sometimes beaten and denied entry into any
patients on shoulders for treatment || 1,,ce in the village. Last year when three people died

to 15 km distance.. 0bvsou§|y from prolonged fever, villagers accused Sukarmani of killing them.
sorcery murder and witch practice

prevails rampantly in the area. My When the main accused of the lynching, Siva Munda's father died due to some
grandmother was 60 years old and || Ssickness Munda assumed that Sukarmani had killed his father by sorcery. Since that day
was unable to walk and sit. How she || Sukurmaniwas always held responsible for all misfortunes befalling the village, including
was able to kill others? If she could || sicknessofvillagers and animals.

kill people then how come the
people easily beat her to death”

- Jayasingh, Village : Tesaburusahi,
Dist : Keonjhar Nearly 50 tribal families live on the hill top village which has no school, hospital,

\ ) \

Lack of basic facilities like drinking water, hygiene, sanitation and health facilities and
poverty are major causes forincreaseinillnessinthe area.




roads or drinking water facilities.
The primary school is 5 kms away from the village; while health service centre is located at a distance of 15 kms. People drink water
from valley by collecting water from hand dug fountains. Due to lack of medical facilities, people go to black magician whenill. if the
black magician's medicines do not work he indicates that an evil spirit is causing the disease.

Most of the people are employed in mines as daily labourers. Some others are engaged in agriculture dependent on monsoons.
Most of them drink handia - a locally prepared liquior. Although it is an endemic malaria area most of them do not use mosquito
nets. Major part of their income is spent on alcohol and they have poor diet. Most of the babies suffer from malnutrition and
anaemia.

No wonder the number of patientsin the village increased and so did Sukarmani's enemies.

On 20th October all came together and killed the hapless couple and threw their bodies into jungle two km from the concerned
village. Next day Rayanath Munda lodged an F.|.R. at Bileipada police station and the police seized the dead body and arrested Siva
Munda, Mana Munda, Sani Munda, Mangulu Munda, Sadan Munda on the charges of murder. The case No.167/2014 was
registered under section 302, 201, 34 and the accused were sent to jail on rejection of bail.

Sukurmani's son Raynath Munda and his wife live in Barbil. He is a driver who used to sometimes come to the village, her
consequent murder has frightened him so much that he has vowed never to go to his village again.

Twenty five year-old Jayasingh Badang, Sukurmani daughter's son is also reluctant to go to her village because he is afraid that his
family might be targeted as witches for local belief that sorcery passes through generations.

His family livesin the village Jamukolia which is 7 kms away and Jayasingh Badang has a cycle repairing shop there.

“We have to carry emergency patients on shoulders for treatment to 15 km distance. Obviously sorcery murder and witch practice
prevails rampantly in the area. My grandmother was 60 years old and was unable to walk and sit. How could she kill others? If she
could kill people then how come the people easily beat her to death”, Jayasingh questioned.
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Pragatibadi 22™ Oct. 2014

Couple killed
for suspected
witchcraft

Times News NETWORK

Keonjhar: Policeseized the bod-
ies of a couple allegedly lynched
by villagers from a hill near Kol-
haroida village under Joda po-
lice limits on Tuesday The vil-
lagers suspected Mangal
Munda, 60, and Sukuru Munda,
55, of practicing sorcery. The vic-
tims were missing since Sunday
evening.

This is the second case of a
tribal couple being killed on sus-
pected witcheraft charges. Six
yvears ago, the father of Sibu
Munda, a villagern, died of a dis-
ease. Sibu always held Sukuru
and Mangal responsible for the
death. He threatened to kill the
couple a few days ago. Son of the
victims, Ganga, had inform
police about it. '

On Sunday, Sukuru and
Mangal were taken away by
some persons from their house.
Police have sent the bodies to
Barbil government hospital for
post-mortem. “Villagers sus-
pected them of practising sorce-
'y as many people suffering
from different diseases were not
recovering,' said I1C of Joda po-
lice station S K Mohapatra.

The Times of India, 22" Oct., 2014
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4. Case Study: Singho Murmu
Beheaded for nothing

Little did Singho Murmu know what fate awaited her as she struggled to make ends meet
after her husband'sdeath?

Singho Murmu, 50 years old, of Dighi village Jamda area of Mayurbhanja district was
strangulated to death and later beheaded and her arms and legs chopped up by two
brothers who accused her of practicing witch craft.

On August 16 night 2015 accused Sundar Mohan Murmu, 42 and his elder brother Fakir
Murmu, 45 strangulated Singho Murmu to death with the help of a towel while she was
alone in her house. Later the accused packed her body in a gunny bag and carried iton a
bicycle to the Rugudidihi hill. Here they beheaded her besides chopping off her hands
and legs to give an impression that the woman was eaten by wild animals.

They then threw away her body parts at different places in the jungle. On July 27 Sundar
Mohan Murmu's 11 year old daughter Sami had died of malaria. But Murmu's brothers
believed that it was the fallout of witchcraft practiced by the widow. Sundar Mohan's

According to noted Sarvodaya
activist Dr. Biswajit Ray, unless the
socio-economic conditions are
improved in these backward areas
these type of witch hunting will
continue. There has to be more
schools, hospital, clean water supply,
better roads, in order to weaken
people's belief in witch craft.
Systematic steps should be taken to
educate the people and break
superstitions like witchcraft,

suspicion further grew when his elder son Jeetray complained of illness on August 13. Sundar Mohan then planned to eliminate the

widow.

On August 18 Rairangpur police seized the body parts from Rugudihi hill along with the cycle and axe. Police also arrested the
accused Sundar Mohan Murmu and his elder brother Fakira Murmu. The accused were remanded in judicial custody after their bail
pleas were rejected, accused were booked under 302, 307 and 34 of IPCand Prevention of Witch Hunting Act-2013 Section-4.

around 50 tribal families live in the village and depend on forest for their existence. They collect kendu leaves, resin, mahula, woods
etc. from the forest. A few have some cultivable land. The roads are in poor condition. The village primary school is also three kms
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away from the village. There is no hospital in the village or health awareness. If a villager is ill he or she has to walk to the hospital 15
kms away from the village. Theydepend on the water from streams or pond for drinking.

Ironically when the villagers suffer from any kind of disease they believe that it is the work of a witch. The villagers are unaware of
symptoms of most common diseases, like malaria, and its common treatment.

According to noted Sarvodaya activist Dr. Biswajit Ray, unless the socio-economic conditions are improved in these backward areas
these type of witch hunting will continue. There has to be more schools, hospital, clean water supply, better roads, in order to
weaken people's belief in witch craft. Systematic steps should be taken to educate the people and break superstitions like
witchcraft.

Advocate Rabi Goswami said, "witch hunting continues in the area, attacks on innocent people have been increasing. Without
lodging complaints against the person at police station, villagers give them punishment in the Kangaroo court. The local police and
district official should seriously take up the issue as they deal with the common rural people every day. They should create
awareness among the people about witch hunting.”
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5. Case Study: Satyabati Mohanta

Son and daughter-in-law killed woman, suspecting her to be witch

In aspine chilling incident, Narahari Mohanta along with his wife hacked his
mother to death with an axe suspecting herto be a witch.

In Kelopasi village Chaturi Sahiin Mayurbhanj district under Khandabandha
Panchayat, Satyabati Mohanta's own son Narahari Mohanta and her
daughter-in-law, planned and killed her in cold blood as they thought she
was practising witchcraft onthem.

Narhari Mohanta and his children often fell sick. They applied many home
made remedies but it was of no use. They went to the local black-magician
but with out any effective result. Frustrated Narhari charged Kumpani
Nayak of Digadhara village, Badbil Sahithat his medicines were ineffective.

The black magician then told him that as his own mother is a witch no
treatmentis working properly.

He also warned him that they would suffer like this forever and that witch
(his mother) would definitely kill any one of them. Narahari was totally
frightened after hearing that one of them will die for sure.

Local social worker and advocate Ravi Goswami
said that the belief in witchery is common
among the tribals. Many cases like this come to
light. Many of the villagers have blind faith in
black-magic and witch craft, so neither the
government nor the politicians interfere in this.
Apart from this there is no development in the
village. In those places where these things are
going on, there are hospital and education
facilities. People need to be educated and the
Government needs to take necessary steps for
public awareness against witch hunting.

Kumpani Nayak had suggested many techniques and told him to take his mother to a pilgrimage and to become completely bald as

in bereavement.

The drama went on for some time with the black-magician pocketing a neat amount from Narahari but there was no effect on their

health.

Frustrated with no solution in sight Narahari now was unable to work due toill health, he decided to kill her mother.
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Narahari Mahanta and his wife Parbati Mahanta had prepared the plan of killing his mother. On the day of incident, Narahari and
her wife had tied his mother with rope when she was sleeping. His wife clutched his mother's legs tightly and Narahari, with an axe
then beheaded his own mother. Then he had thrown the dead body in the jungle which was at the backside of his house.

On the very day of incident Narahari's uncle and aunt had paid a visit to him, who were from Gaindia, Dhenkanal. Narahari and his
wife warned them not to tell anyone anything about the murder.

When his uncle and aunt went he got his mother's body back from the jungle, placed it inside their house, locked the room and
escaped.

Narahari's uncle and aunt, instead of getting back to their home, informed this incident in Thaakuramunda Police Station. Narahari,
his wife Parvati and the black magician Kumpani were arrested by the police. Police reached the place of incident and look
possession of the dead body. As case was registered under the sections of 302, 201, 109, 34 of IPC, they didn't get a bail.

This case was under trial as GR Case N0.84/2011 in SDJM Court, Karanjia. Later it came under the court of the Additional District
Magistrate in 2011 as ST Case N0.32/153 and ST Case N0.45/199. The court took into consideration 20 witnesses and proofs. The
black-magician Kumpani Nayak escaped due to the lack of enough proof, but son Narahari of 35 and daughter-in-law Parvati of 32
were being sentenced to life time imprisonment. They had also being penalized with a penalty of Rs.1000/-. If they will not pay the
penalty then the life time imprisonment will be extended of one more month with hard labour.

Thisincident on 27th of February 2011 created a lot of media attention.

The black-magician victim Kumpani Nayak, 45 got a bail from court, after 6 months of his arrest. Narahari Mahanta and daughter-in-
law Parvati Mahanta are in jail since 4th March 2011 as undertrails. After this incident both the children of Narahari are in an
orphanage run by a voluntary organization. Now both of them are absolutely fine, they were found to be suffering from malaria,
malnutrition and frequent loss of blood.

Kolposhi is an underdeveloped village with not even a primary hospital nearby and people have to walk 11 kms to get to the
hospital at Thaakurmunda. There is a primary school in the village. The teacher Panchanan Mahanta said that the number of
dropouts are high as when the children reach the age of 10 or 12 they don't come to school anymore, they start going to jungle.

Almost all the 100 families of that village are adivasis. They collect forest products like honey, wax, mahula, mango, jackfruit and lac
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and sell it in the nearby market. Some paddy fields are there
too. The tribals cut woods and sell those in the market which
is 15-20 kms away from it. This area is malaria prone, with 9
of each 10 people affected by the disease. Drinking alcohol is
adaily habit, everyone, men, women drink.

Narahari and his family were malaria affected. In jail after
treatment he is no longer suffering from malaria. Similarly,
his children are healthy inthe orphanage.

Local social worker and advocate Ravi Goswami said that the
belief in witchery is common among the tribals. Many cases
like this come to light. Many of the villagers have blind faith in
black-magic and witch craft, so neither the government nor
the politicians interfere in this. Apart from this there is no
development in the village. In those places where these
things are going on, there are hospital and education
facilities. People need to be educated and the Government
needs to take necessary steps for public awareness against
witch hunting.
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6. Case Study: Rimli Majhi
Bad to worse

Rimili Majhi, a 50 year old widow struggled to make ends meet after her husband passed away a decade age. Rimli, a
resident of Kerandilodi village under Patna police station in Keonjhar district was childless and landless, she collected
firewood from nearby forest to survive Some times she went without food at night. Her clothes were dirty and hair
uncombed, she had little time to look after her appearance, but ironically this did not generate any sympathy among the
fellow villagers.

She was branded a witch and all deaths, sickness and misfortunes in the village were attributed to her. Pained by the
social boycott and ostracism Rimli avoided coming to village. But, once branded a witch, everywhere she was subjected
toridicule, more in her own village.

The village, just 40 kms away from Keonjhar houses 20 tribal Santhal families and a few dalit houses. Children are sent to
school for the mid-day meal and as they reach their teens their education is stopped and they are forced to work for a
living.

People are dependent on agriculture and work as manual labourers to earn their living. The literacy rate is also very low
inthe village.

One day, on 3" February 2012, 34 year-old Anand Majhi, who works as a helper to a mason was lying on his bed troubled
with fever for four days. As his wife had gone to her father's place he had taken to drinking, which made his health worse.
He saw Rimli pass by his hut, thinking she had come to drink his blood, he ran out with an axe and chopped off her head.

He then took the cut head to police station and confessed to the killing. Three years have passed, now Anand has been
sentenced to life long imprisonment. His wife Jamuna Majhi came after 2 months to meet him at Keonjhar jail.

Angry at the turn of events she has never been to meet him again. She works as a daily labourer to feed her three
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children. Their house is in disarray, their three children
eldest daughters Sukanti — 15 years, Biswanath — 9 years
and Shiba — 3 years suffer from malnutrition and are
forced to live a fatherless life. The youngest Shiba was not
even born when his father went to the jail. Life is now very
hard on Jamuna struggling alone with no support.

Sambhu Nayak, a dalit of the village says that his
grandmother was killed under similar accusation of being
awitch and he has had to struggle to survive.

Anand Majhi languishing at the Keonjhar jail is still not
repentant of murder, and still believes in witches. He is
only regret is for his wife and children.

Rimli's murder has not solved problems in the village, the
residents still continue to suffer from fever, loose motion,
anaemia, malnutrition and untimely death.

The village health centre is ten kilometers away at Patna
and primary school is two kilometers at Saharapur. People
find is easier to go to the witchdoctor (Gunia), for
treatment than go to the hospital as they can pay fees in
kind to him.
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7. Case Study: Jemamani
From a happy family to now orphans

Rajendra Dehuri's house is just by the village entrance in Saharpur village near || A cocial worker Chittaranjan Sahoo
Bansapala Block, 30 kms from Keonjhar district headquarters. said that this block is highly affected

Rajendra lived here with his wife Jemamani, three daughters and a son. His eldest || by the disease malaria. The drinking
daughter Jhuli got married in a nearby village called Ukhundi. The second daughter 11 || water here is also very
year-old Puja, studied in class six, 6 year old Jharana was in school and youngest son || contaminated with poor hygiene
Susanta studied in Anganbadi. and no cleanliness, leading to

The primary school is in the village, while the Baitarani High School is just one km away || Variousdiseasesin the village.
from the village. The village houses around 100 families mostly poor tribals and dalits.
Their chief source of livelihood is farming and working as daily wage labourers. The
primary hospital just 1 km the village, but majority of the villagers believe in black magic and if sick, they first search for the Raulia,
black magician instead of a doctor.

Rajendra Dehuri worked as a bus helper and also as a labourer in mines, while Jemamani worked as daily wage labourer. They were
leading a good life. They had a two rooms house made up of tiles while two more rooms were under-construction.

Yet there was a cloud of worry in their lives, as villagers suspected his wife of being a witch. The village women used to comment
about her looks and treated her with suspicion. If any body suffered ill health or died Jemamani was held responsible.

Rajendra faced complaints, frequent meetings were also held regarding this matter. Once in the absence of Rajendra, Jemamani
was tortured, she was forced to walk naked and was beaten up. Jemamani stopped interacting with people. People used to divert
their routes as they believed that seeing her face will bring them misfortune and ill-luck.

On 2™ October 2014, at around 8 pm during Laxmi Puja around 12 to 15 people, completely drunk entered Rajendra's house

forcefully. The villagers dragged Jemamani out and when her husband opposed, they beheaded both of them and ran away with
both the heads. Two bodies were left lying by the house.
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All the three children escaped into the fields, behind their house. Police reached the spot at 11 pm. The police arrested Goutam
Pendai, Padmavati Pendai, Basanta Dehuri, Mitu Mallik, Suka Malik, Suresh Malik, Pradeep Dehuri, Bula Pendai and Panchu Malik
for murder. A case had been lodged in Naykot Police Station, in GR case bearing case No.1227/14. The bail petition of the culprits
had denied. Therefore, they are now in Keonjhar Jail as under trials. The case has lodged under the sections 405, 302 and 34 of |.P.C.

A social worker Chittaranjan Sahoo said that this block is highly affected by the disease malaria. The drinking water here is also very
contaminated with poor hygiene and no cleanliness, leading to various diseases in the village.

The main culprit Goutam Pendoi's family members and his children were the victims of malaria and instead of a proper treatment
they applied home remedies. Very often his children remained down with fever. His family suspected Jemamani as a witch. On the
day of this barbaricincident, Goutam's son Sanjay was suffering with high fever.

So all of them went to Jemamani, brought her to Sanjay and urged her to make Sanjay well. As she was unable to do so, incensed
they murdered the couple. Along with Goutam Pendoi his sister Padmavati Pendoi was also arrested and is in jail. Eight days after
this incident Goutam's father died. Now in the house there is Goutam's wife and his youngest brother Shankar Pandoi. They are
earning their livelihood working as daily labourers.

Goutam's two children Sanjay 5 year old and Shantanu 2 year-old, suffer from malnutrition and anaemia. When asked Shankar
whether the children are now fine. Shankar said no, Sanjay was suffering from fever since last 15 days. “Then, why don't you go to
the doctor?”

“Sir | From where should we get money? | earn my livelihood from daily labour. Others are all in jail. If we get food, then we can goto
doctor.” said Shankar.

In Keonjhar jail we met another culprit, Panchu Malika, aged 24, father of Tika Malika. Panchu is immediate neighbours to
Jemamani. They were always quarrelling over land border. Panchu's father was dead and his mother was worked as a cook in the
nearby school. Panchu was worked as a labour to earn his livelihood. His wife had gone to her father's place, taking her one year old
babygirl.

Another culprit Pradeep Dehuri, aged 19 years had studied up to 8" class. He worked as a mason. He said that he was not at home
on the day of incident. Police had arrested him but he still believes that Jemamaniis a witch. But his sister Malamanjari thinks thisis
superstition, she is pursuing +2 artsin a nearby college.

Jemamani's three children are now in an orphanage and her house is in shambles.
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8. Case Study: Pami Majhi
No place for misfits

Pami Majhi, a 65 year-old tribal woman, was odd, she had unkempt hair, her
walk was unbalanced; she used to keep babbling and praying to gods at drop of
hat. But the same gods could not save her from being branded a witch.

Pami, a resident of Nuashahi in Betapani village, Rairangpur , Mayurbhanj
district in Odisha was labeled as a witch and was considered the source of all
misfortunes that struck the villagers.

On 18th December 2014, Pami Majhi and her husband, Matal Majhi were
brutally murdered by Hindustani Pingua, who was convinced that Majhi was a
witch and the reason for his deteriorating health.

Hindustani Pingua, son of Hetget Pingua, started suffering from fever and cough
which did not get any better even after many home remedies. He went to the

Sixty families stay in the village of Betapani,
most of them depend on the forest for their
livelihood. The whole village is uneducated
with neither a primary school nor a primary
health centre nearby.The nearest primary
health centre is 15 kms away and most often
with no doctor. The people are therefore
dependent on the local witch doctor to cure
them of diseases and solve their problems.

witch doctor who told him that he could not be cured because someone had done black magic on him. The witch doctor also told
him that he should either leave the village or drive the 'dayan’ out or else he will continue to suffer. From the description of the

witch, Hindustani was convinced that she was no other than Pami Majhi.

Hindustani thought of leaving the village as his cough was getting worse and he found blood on his sputum. He finally decided to
stay with one of his relatives, Kundia Sundhi at Uphating, Gorumahisani around 10 kms from his village. Two months passed by;
but there was no relief from his cough and his condition deteriorated, he became very weak.

Fed up of his illness Hindustani decided to kill Majhi. He reached his village at night on the 18th December 2014 with an axe and
entered the house where Pami Majhi and her husband, Matal Majhi were sleeping. He chopped and beheaded Pami Majhi and

then attacked and killed Matal Majhi as he woke up due to commotion.
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Hindustani hid the weapon and returned back to Gorumahisani. But the police arrested Hindustani after two days. He has been
charged with section 302, 405 of IPC under case number 77/14. His bail was rejected by the court and he is currently languishing in
the BaripadaJail as an under trial prisoner.

Sixty families stay in the village of Betapani, most of them depend on the forest for their livelihood. The whole village is uneducated
with neither a primary school nor a primary health centre nearby.The nearest primary health centre is 15 kms away and most often
with nodoctor. The people are therefore dependent on the local witch doctor to cure them of diseases and solve their problems.

The panchayat representative from the village, the anganwadi and the ASHA workers are no different also believe in witches.

Interestingly, Hindustani Pingua, after blood and cough tests in jail hospital, was diagnosed with tuberculosis and after undergoing
regulartreatmentis now completely healthy.
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9. Case Study: Kamala Kirashani
Love thy neighbours!

Sixty five year old Kamala Kirashani and her 67 year-old husband
Kaman Kirasani were brutally murdered by their neighbour with
whom they had lived for decades, as he suspected Kamala of
being a witch.

In this remote rural area it is common for
murder or physical bashing on suspicion of
someone being a witch. Killing on suspicion of

_ _ _ _ o sorcery is also not uncommon.
Kamala, a native of tribal village Gayala Jodi under Baipariguda

. o R4 g ) Onl revention, huge public awareness,
police station in Koraput districtin Odisha was poor and childless. L E= P 5

modern medical treatment, education
programmes and awareness against witch craft

can protect the people from this kind of barbaric
Saeiba Pangi was their next door neighbour, once he had a bad || acts and murders.

phase, his 3 goats and 4 cows died within a short span of 2 years.
Then, his 2 year-old daughter also passed away due to some
illness. He became upset and disturbed by the misfortunes. Jittery he went to a witch doctor in Kota village.

Her husband worked as a labourer and used to stay out of the
house forlong period of time.

The witch hunter told him that the reason for all his misfortunes was a witch near by his place. From that day onwards
Saeiba was worried about the witch. Worse another child of Saeiba fell ill with fever, he now suspected Kamala to be
behind all the deaths in his family. He planned to kill Kamala to put an end to all the problems.

On the day of Chayeti festival, when both Kamala and her husband were sleeping Saeiba entered into their house hacked
the couple to death. Kamala was killed on the spot and her husband Kaman Kirasani was critically injured in that attack
and later died.

Police have arrested the accused Saeiba Pangiand sent him to the jail.
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Gayala Jodi village is located at Kathapada Panchayat which is around 15 km away from Boipariguda BDO office. Around
200 tribal families live in the village. Literacy rate is very low; no medical facilities are available in the village except a
hospital located at far in Boipariguda.

Villagers' main source of income is from collection of forest products, agriculture and related activities. Though
financially poor, the villagers are highly addicted to country liquor, they also have a strong belief in witch craft and witch
hunters.

The village lacks, clean drinking water, medical facilities, roads, sanitation, electricity.

In this remote rural area it is common for murder or physical bashing on suspicion of someone being a witch. Killing on
suspicion of sorceryis also not uncommon.

Only prevention, huge public awareness, modern medical treatment, education programmes and awareness against
witch craft can protect the people from this kind of barbaric acts and murders.
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10. Case Study: Mukta Purty
Murdered for Malaria

An elderly couple in their sixties was brutally murdered on suspicion of practicing sorcery, in
Mayurbhanj district. Mukta Purty, 60 year-old was thought to have killed three siblings by black
magic of the man who hacked her to death. Sadly, the children on primary investigation of police
were found to have died of malaria.

A public awareness, health
and education program is
the only way to bring a
change in this tribal, rural

The bizarre incident took place at Dhanusahi village under Sarat Police Station, Kaptipada, soclety

Mayurbhanj. Mukta Purty (60) and her husband, Ankur Purty (65) were hacked to death by the
accused on suspicion of black magic.

The couple lived on the outskirts of Dhanusahi village. The couple is survived by their two married daughters and son, Narang Purty
now lives in Garsang village near Kupariin Balasore district.

Jena Singh was a resident of the same village, his three children died of an unknown disease in within a short span of two years. Jena
Singh's elder son, Bira Singh Bari had been long suspecting Mukta Purty of practicing witch craft. He blamed her for the death of his
two younger brothers Kedar Bari (12) and Gana Bari (10) and sister Luduri Bari (15). Bira Singh Bari believed that Mutka, was the
one who had used sorcery to kill them.

One day Bira Singh Bari lost his goat, he went to the forest to search for his pet and he found it dead. Unfortunately, he spied Mukta
near the dead goat collecting dry twigs for fuel. Bira Singh was now completely convinced that she was a witch and all the death had
occurred in his family due to Mukta's black magic. He planned to kill Mukta for the miseries on his family.

On the same night when the couple was sleeping in their house, Bira Singh entered into their house and hacked both of them with
an axe killing them on the spot. He then fled the spot after committing the crime and hid himself in the jungle. Next day, Bira Singh
came and surrendered himself at Sarat Police Station and confessed his crime. Police have registered a Case N0.19/14 against the
accused under the provision of IPCSection 302, 201 and Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013.

Now Bira Singh Bariisin jail.
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Dhanusahi village is a typical tribal village in
Kaptipada. Around 40 families live in the village.
Forest products like honey, flowers, lac, seeds,
kendu leaves etc are the main source of livelihood of
the villagers. They cut woods from the forest and
sell them and all other items in the weekly market.

Few of the villagers are involved in agriculture and
related activities for their livelihood, but most of
them survive by working as wage laborers. There is
an anganwadi centre in the village. The village lacks
basic facilities for drinking water; people usually
collect water from the stream or from the pond for
their basic needs. They do not have any roads for
communication and have to travel 15 km to the
hospital for their medical treatment.

Due to their illiteracy and poverty they lack
awareness about health and hygiene, and attribute
their sickness to sorcery. Most of the time the
villagers suffer from water related diseases and
malaria. Most of them don't use mosquito net while
sleeping.
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Kaptipada is known as a malaria high risk area. During the primary investigation it was found that three children of Jena Singh had

died due to malaria and poor treatment.

A publicawareness, health and education programis the only way to bring a change in this tribal, rural society.
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11. Case Study: Hemla Malma
Give me land; | will give you a bad name

Three years ago, Hemla Malma, a fifty five year old widow, lived in Gudi Ambaguda
village in Koraput; she stitched sal leave plates and sold them in the market to
make ends meet. Her husband had died a decade ago and her only son after his
marriage lived in a nearby village.

Helma had a piece of land, but the old woman was unable to tile it, so she had
given a part of the land for sharecropping to her elder nephew Kushan. But, he had
other plans and wanted to grab the whole land. He convinced her to sell the land to
him. After much dilly dallying Helma agreed to sell her land to Kushan. He paid her
a paltry amount and assured her of later payment. It never happened. Tired of
asking him repeatedly, she appealed to the Gram Sabha, which directed Kushan to
pay rest of the amount.

Instead of paying money, Kushan started torturing Malma and spreading the
rumour that she was a 'dahani' or witch. When his younger brother, Lachhna's wife

“A large number of similar incidents are
common here. The tribals consider killing as
bravery. Very few cases are reported. There
has to be proper medical facilities and people
should be made aware about common
diseases of both men and that of the domestic
animals and birds. Only awareness
programmes may reduce such superstitious
beliefs about dahani”, says Biswanath Mishra,
a Police Officer in Patangi Police Station,
Koraput District.

died, he complained that it was the handiwork of a 'dahani'. He also forced Lachhna to call a Gram sabha; in the sabha a 'gunia’ or

witch doctor was summoned.

Malma was identified as the 'dahani' in that panchayat and her nightmare began, she was stigmatized as the 'dahani' in the village.
Since, Malma had no money to pay the 'fine'; she was tortured, physically and verbally.

Elma Lachna at 45 years was a good for nothing guy, he used to spend all day drunk, after his wife's death things only got worse. His
only surviving daughter was neglected and depended on neighbours' charity to survive.

Once the seven year old fell ill with high fever, Lachna was convinced that it was the handiwork of his aunt Malma. He always bore a
grudge against her convinced she had killed his wife and two children. Mad with rage Lachhna decided to kill Malma, he ran
towards her with a sharp weapon. Terrified Malma started running towards her parents' village, Katna Doraguda under Pukali Gram

Panchayat.
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After chasing her for three
kilometres, Lachhna caught up
with the unfortunate woman
and seriously injured her. Not
satisfied he then smashed her
head with a heavy stone.

After murdering Malma,
Lachhna surrendered before
the Patangi Police. Hemla
Pandna, the son of Malma and
Hantal Nukana, filed an FIR
against Lachhna. Police
arrested Lachhna and booked
him under sections 302, 307
and 34 of IPC. His prayer for bail
has been rejected, Lachhnais in
the jail as an under trial
prisoner.

Gundi Ambaguda is a tribal
village with sixty families. They
mainly depend on the forest
products for their livelihood
some of them are also engaged
in agriculture and as wage
labourers. The nearest primary
school is at Sambhai, 3 kms
away. There is a hospital at
Patangi, 20 kms away from the
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village. Thus, if anybody falls ill, they
depend on the 'Gunia'or witch doctor.

The "gunia’ is in the lookout for a new
‘dahani' and Lachhna rots in jail. His
elder brother, Kushan is now the
owner of all the property of Malma
and Lachhna.

“A large number of similar incidents
are common here. The tribals consider
killing as bravery. Very few cases are
reported. There has to be proper
medical facilities and people should be
made aware about common diseases
of both men and that of the domestic
animals and birds. Only awareness
programmes may reduce such
superstitious beliefs about dahani”,
says Biswanath Mishra, a Police Officer
in Patangi Police Station, Koraput
District.

Dr. Gouranga Rout, a social worker of
the district says that of late witch
hunting has taken a political hue. This
is a matter of deep concern. The
superstition of 'dahani'or witch cannot
be overcome without all out
development of the area’, he said.
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12. Case Study: Mithila Munda
Witch hunting spares none

While celebrating the birth of their third baby, little did the family of 25 year-old Mithila Munda and 34 year-old Kartik Munda
knew that in a fortnight their happy world will be shattered by the bane of witch hunting.

A tiff with their next door neighbour quickly deteriorated into a bioodbath, when the villagers broke into the couple house at
midnight and hacked the couple as well as their 14 day-old baby to death.

Their other two children were saved as they were sleeping in the next room.

Natives of Kadalia village under Koira Police Station in Sundergarh district, Mithila Munda's neighbour Saban Munda suspected
her of being a witch after his father Jeo Munda died of an unidentified disease last year. He blamed her for the death this lead to
frequent quarrels and ensuing bitterness.

Some days before the incident, Saban's daughter died, he again blamed Mithila, this lead to a big fight between both the families.
Saban along with some villagers entered the couple’s house and hacked both the couple and their 14 days old baby with an axe.
However, the miscreants left another two children unharmed. They carried the dead bodies and cast them away in a jungle,
around 10 km from the village.

The incident came to light after a relative of the deceased lodged on FIR in this regard with the police. Koira police reached the
spot and the bodies are recovered from the forest.

Police registered a case No .34/12 under section 302, 301 and 32 of the Indian Penal Code. Two villagers Sabana Munda, Manglu
Munda were arrested.

Kadalia village is a tribal village of around 55 families; all are from the Munda tribe. Forest product items like honey, flowers,
seeds, lacks, kendu leaves and others are the main source for their livelihood. Few of the villagers are involved in agriculture some
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work as labourers in the nearest mines at Koira, Kolta. Primary school as well as hospital is 10 km away at Koira.

After the death of Mithila and Kartik there is nobody in their house, The two of their children have been put into an orphanage at
Kalta by the Block Development Officer, Koira. Their house remains abandoned.
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13. Case Study : Balli Murmu
When enough is not enough

Thirty-five year old Balli Murmu was labeled as a witch by the villagers. A resident of Bhanpur village, under Baisingha village in
Mayurbhanj district, she was tortured day and night, she was also beaten in the village. When her husband protested he was also
severely beaten up. Fed up Balli Murmu went to the police station twice but returned after further humiliation from the police
officials.

Under the leadership of Chanda Murmu, a village meeting was held where Balli Murmu was accused as a witch by the villagers. A
popular black magician Budhia Beshra of Bijatala block was called, who publically identified Balli Murmu as a witch. All hell broke
loose after that, Balli was severely beaten and undressed.

She was ordered to visit Gaya to purify her soul and after her return sacrifice a sheep and give a feast called 'Panktibhojana’ to the
whole village. According to the black magician for performing these rituals she had to spent Rs 1 lakh.

The black magician asked the villagers to dismiss her from her own caste till all the above rituals were performed, and asked her to
live separately from the village until such time.

Caught between the devil and deep sea, Balli Murmu was helpless, therefore she sold her land for 1 lakh and 40 thousand to Durga
Majhi, the black magician and few other villagers.

With the money she went to Gaya to perform the spiritual rituals and on return Gaya she told that she was to sacrifice a sheep and
to give a feast to the whole village. She could also have to parade naked in front of the whole village.

Upset Balli went twice to the Baisinga police station, where the police-in-charge did not accept her complaint but insulted her and
advised her to cooperate with the villagers.

Distressed Balli and her husband escaped from the village. With the help of some of her relatives and social workers she met
Mayurbhanj district legal cell. District legal cell ordered the police to take appropriate action against the accused through Judicial
Magistrate of First Class (JMFC) Betanati.
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By the order of JMFC Betanati, Balli Murmu and her husband
Anupa Murmu were rescued and the accused Chanda Murmu,
Musu Murmu, Matu Murmu, Babuli Murmu, Mangala Murmu,
Charana Murmu and Ladhaya Murmu were arrested. Those
accused booked under 323/324/354/34 of IPC and Prevention
of Witch Hunting Act.

But even after that incident Balli Murmu still lives in fear and
terror and has cut all relations with the village. The villagers still
believe inthat sheisa witch!
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14.Case Study: Ratani Marandi
Paid for bad health facilities & superstitious beliefs

Ratani Marandi, a 56 year-old widow, worked as a cook for mid-day meal in a primary |[The sad part is that a matriculation
school in Mayurbhanj's Rengali village under Mananda Panchayat in Bisoi Police ||student was involved in witch hunting,
Station. Taking pity, the school teacher had appointed Ratani and another widow as ||an awareness programme should be
helpers in school against the villagers' wishes, as they considered both of them ||held to break the superstition said
witches. Kapila Barik, teacher.

Ratani Marandi loved working and cooking in the school, she did not have children of
her own and as her husband had died 5 years ago, she lived all alone. Sometimes, she
slept in the school itself. Though the villagers were suspicious of her and discouraged their wards from mixing with Ratani, the

children loved her.

Rataniand Dumuni Majhi 52 were good friends; they both did their work carefully and served every child as their own child.

The villagers believed in that a woman with open hair, seen roaming in the forest and who often do pujas are witches and practice
black magic. And all the above things were applicable to Ratani. After her work as mid-day meal cook in the morning she too went to

the forest to collect fire wood to the forest whenever possible. Her hair was always opened and dirty these things all made villagers
suspect her as a witch. The villagers suspected that she was the cause of her husband’s death!

Things were going on when suddenly a 17 year-old student of the school Gourangi Murmu killed Ratani with an axe and beheaded
her. She then carried the head inside an aluminum pot and walked 2 km to the police station to surrender.

The accused Gourangi Murmu, had just appeared for matric examination, her father was suffering from TB but being unaware of the
disease they suspected it was the work of black magic and so they did many rituals and pujas but he died according to a local teacher
Kapila Barik.
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Her brother too suffered from
fever which made her believe it
was the handiwork of  Ratani
Marandi and therefore, she killed
her. She also believed that the
previous year she failed because
of black magic by Ratani.

The village had more than 100
tribal families which lived in the
village. There was a primary
school in the village and a high
school 3 km away from the
village. All the villagers believe in
black magic and witch craft and
the students too believe in these
superstitions.

The village lacks minimum health
facilities, the primary hospital 10
kms away from the village.
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Gourangi's brother actually suffered from malaria but due to lack of awareness about the disease they just thought it was normal
fever and never took him to hospital therefore, he was not getting well. Gourangi after surrendering herself was arrested and a
police case No.33/11 was lodged against her under section 302 IPC. She is still behind bars and her decision remains pending.

The sad part is that a matriculation student was involved in witch hunting, an awareness programme should be held to break the

superstition said Kapila Barik, teacher.
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15. Case Study: Subash Mallik and Pitela Majhi
Three elderly men accused of witchcraft, two brutally murdered

On 27" May 2015 in the Gajapati district of Mohana block under Dambaagud L Choudh , list said it
panchayat, the Paadermaa village was shell shocked by the brutality unleashed on o AT A8 6 LG R I
two elderly men. not only awareness but also the financial

Both men Subash Mallik, 57 and Pitela Majhi, 65, were severely beaten, hungon a state of these people needs to be

tree and burnt alive by some of the villagers on suspicion of being witches. improved. Without health, education,

In Brahmapur — Raygada state highway after 90 kms there is a place named development and transport faclities we

Adabba. From Adabba if one walks along a forest trail of 20 kms between woods || €3Nt overcome this narrow mindset of the
and mountains comes the Paadermaa village under Mohana police station. people.

This picturesque village has almost 70 dalit families staying here. Their chief source
of livelihood is farming and forest related products.

The primary school is one km away and the primary hospital is 10 kms afar from the village. In the past few years several deaths
have taken place in the village. Dukhaa Malik, Maren Malik, Benjamin Majhi and Abedan Majhi all died of some unknown disease.
People here are dependent on the witch doctor for treatment of their diseases; he instigated them that this was due to witchcraft.

This belief of witch craft in the village was strengthened by the death of 17 year-old Mamta Mallik. After a year or of two of taking
home remedies Mamta was taken to Brahmapur Medical College, but it was already too late. It was found that she was suffering
from a serious kidney disease and her chances of survival were slim. Back from the hospital, Mamta died within days. The villagers
suspected that this is the work of some witch or black-magic.

On 217" June a village meeting was held and it was decided that the witch must be found out. For this a special kind of ritual named
'Khata bidya'was to be performed by a witch hunter. Mathias Nayak, Podar Nayak and Sunil Nayak brought a black magician from
Duspalla. On the 22™ June the black magician performed Khata bidya and declared three villagers - Subash Mallik, Pitela Majhi and
Sami Majhi as witches.

The three were penalized with a financial punishment of Rs one lakh each. Sami Majhi bowed down under pressure and said he will
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pay some now and the rest later. Subash and Pitela said that they are unable
to pay the penalty as they had no money, this angered the villagers, they beat
Pitela and Subash with poles and sticks, dragged them to the near by jungle,
tied them by their legs to a tree and burnt them alive. Both the families were
warned to not to complain to police.

Three days after the incident on 30" of June Subash's son Rajiv gathered &=
courage to file a complaint in Adabba police station. After which 12 culprits |
were arrested by the police. The culprits were Anant Majhi, Sudhir Majhi,
Vikram Majhi, Rasant Majhi, Samuel Majhi, Bharat Mallik, Govind Mallik, |
Krushna Ch. Mallik, Sunil Mallik, Mathias Nayak, Peddar Nayak and Padma |
Charan Mallik.

The victim Pitela Majhi was a feeble old man of 65, he was unable to walk on
his own, while, Subash Mallik had studied up to class 8. He was working as a
teacherinan adult education school.

He also distributed ayurvedic medicine from a house situated 15 kms from thevillage at Dhaadiaamba square.

Witch hunting is very profitable for some, thousand rupees per house were collected, from which some was paid to the black
magician some to the police and the rest was pocketed by village leaders. They celebrated with meat and liquor.

There is a nexus between the black magician, the leaders of the village and the police. The Sarpanch the village had informed
Adaaba police station about 'Khata bidya' on 217 June. Under the prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013 'Khata bidya'is a serious
offence still the local police had not taken any step to stopit. As aresult two innocent people lost their lives.

Thein-charge of Adaaba police station Anama Lakra admitted that he got the news of 'Khata bidya' in advance but said that he could
not take any step due to the lack of required person power and vehicle. This area is full of such incidents of witch hunting and black
magic. But since it comes under a Maoist area, police force is busy elsewhere.

Lakra also had no idea about the prevention of Witch Hunting Act.
Sami Majhi, the man who was spared because he had paid the penalty of Rs 40 thousand after selling his land still lives under a
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shadow of terror and constant fear.

He is more of a social outcast now,
people misbehave with him and he
himself feels awkward in a group.
Even his own relatives now treat
him with doubt and suspicion.

“I don't know anything, why | have
been labeled a witch like this. The
persons whom they killed were
also innocent like me. | was not
killed but | am living as a dead
person. The wounds abuse is more
hurtful than death. | am dying each
moment”, said Sami Majhi.
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Subash Mallik's son Rajiv

gathering all his courage had
reported his father's murder in the police station. But he too lives in fear even after the

arrest of the 12 victims. The family has also lost its only income source and Rajiv is
burdened by the responsibility of 3 siblings and his mother.

Pitela Majhi is survived by a son Mangal Majhi, daughter-in-law and three grand
children. All of them are terrorized after the murder.

“Itis shocking that a person who is so old that he stayed in his room the whole day and
night and was unable to walk properly, how can he put a black magic spell on others and
harm them, said Mangal Majhi,

Layman Choudhury, a journalist said it's not only awareness but also the financial state of
these people needs to be improved. Without health, education, development and
transport facilities we can't overcome this narrow mindset of the people.
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16. Case Study: Gura Munda
The colour of envy is blood red!

The Secretary of Maa Basanti Youth Club, Nirmal Kumar Mahanta said, “Here in the villages people are mostly illiterate and believe
in super natural powers, like witch craft, black magic etc. Around 10-12 years old children are forced to work as daily labourers. Here
people work in their land but do not have the legal rights over their property assets, leading to fight for their own land.”

In a shocking incident, six members of a family suspected of practicing witch craft were hacked to death. This incident
happened in Lahanda Munda village, under Joda police station Keonjhar district, Odisha.

On 12" July, 2015 midnight, some people stormed into Gura Munda's home and stabbed him, his wife Budhuni Munda (30), and

four children—son Sunil (16), Krishna (3) and daughters Sombari (14), Nitima (7).

Villagers had planned to murder all members of Gura Munda family. But, two of them managed to run away to the forest and were
critically injured in that attack. The two were the elder son Ganita Munda (18) and Sambhu Munda (9), they were later hospitalized

atthe district hospital in Keonjhar.

On 8" July, the villagers called a meeting in which they accused Budhuni Munda
of practicing witchcraft. The children of few villagers were not keeping well and
the villagers suspected Budhuni Munda to be behind it. Budhuni Munda and
her family were called to the village meeting where the munda family was
threatened by few villagers named Sueini Munda, Tumba Munda, Baguni
Munda, Suresh Munda, Ishwara Munda and Mana Munda to leave the village
forever. From that day onwards Gura Munda and his family were lived in a
miserable existence full of fear and anxiety.

The village is located on a hill top at Barikala Panchayat, a steep walk of 3 km far
from NH-215. The village is connected with a foot path road and one reaches
the village by passing the railway track. Around 22 munda tribal families live in

\

The Secretary of Maa Basanti Youth Club,
Nirmal Kumar Mahanta said, “Here in the
villages people are mostly illiterate and
believe in super natural powers, like witch
craft, black magic etc. Around 10-12 years
old children are forced to work as daily
laborers. Here people work in their land
but do not have the legal rights over their
property assets, leading to fight for their

own land.”
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17. Case Study: Kuruma Kandagiri

78 year-old man lynched on suspicion of sorcery

Personal rivalry and jealously is the reason that the Nimajahola village
sarpanch's 78 year old father-in-law was dragged out and killed by a mob
and 8 others were severely beaten up on charges of witchcraft, in
Rayagada district.

Nimajahola village, surrounded by beautiful hills and forest, under
Majhiguda Panchayat of Kalyansinghpur block in Rayagada district is
home to more than 120 families, out which 80 families are from the Kondh
tribals community, around 30-35 households are Dalits and three families
are OBCs. Agriculture and daily wage labour is the prime source of income

My father-in-law knew nothing of witchcraft or such
abstruse rites due to which he was Killed. He never
worshipped any gods or goddesses for black magic or
sorcery. He was very old but the incensed villagers did
not spare him. So far only six members have been
arrested but it was the conspiracy of entire village. . |
fear that as witchcraft accusations brings heavy social
consequences this may lead to our ostracism from our
community, our village. Now we live in constant fear of
being hounded out of the village after the incident
occurred.

among the villagers. My father-in-law knew nothing of witchcraft or such
abstruse rites due to which he was killed. He never worshipped any gods or
goddesses for black magic or sorcery. He was very old but the incensed
villagers did not spare him. So far only six members have been arrested but it was the conspiracy of entire
village. . | fear that as witchcraft accusations brings heavy social consequences this may lead to our
ostracism from our community, our village. Now we live in constant fear of being hounded out of the
village after the incident occurred. - Chandrabati

--Chandrabati, Village : Nimajahola, Dist : Rayagada

. Kuruma Kandagiri, a 78-year-old man from Kandha community used to live in the village with his son
Dhalabnadhu Kandagiri (35) and daughter-in-law Chandrabati Kandagiri (32) and his two grand-children
Shibani (8) and Doli (2). His two other married sons Muguri Kandagiri (40) and Ramsingh Kandagiri (38)
arealsolivinginthe samevillage.
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! On 1" September 2015, Kuruma was killed by a group of assailants on suspicion of performing acts of
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sorcery resulting in the death of fellow villagers while eight other villagers including his two other sons also sustained critical injury
for practising sorcery.

Chandrabati Kandagiri, daughter- in-law of deceased, fearing further public backlash was initially hesitant to talk about the murder
of her father-in-law, but later relented.

"On 1st September evening, a mob of 15 villagers forcibly dragged my father-in-law out of the house and beat him to death. The
enraged villagers also thrashed eight other villagers on the suspicion of practicing sorcery. My two brother-in-laws were also
among these eight persons. All of them were severely beaten up but some-how they managed to escape. But my father-in-law was
very old and could not run and was killed. My husband was away from home and as | was alone with my two kids and | was unable
to rescue him. At around 12 pm | opened the door and | found the dead body of my father-in-law lying on verandah, said
Chandrabati, whois also the sarpanch of the village.

Chandrabati alleges some villagers hated their economic and social growth and tried to malign her family's name by accusing them
of sorcery. Her honesty as a sarpanch was also not well accepted by some rogue elements in the village.

"Villagers held a grudge against our family for along time, holding us responsible for various misfortunes and deaths. Since | am the
sarpanch and doing well in my responsibilities, a few wanted me to to work as per their instructions. But | never followed them.

We have 4 acres of cultivable land which was looked after by my father-in-law and my husband is a teacher. Some villagers because
of jealousy wanted to throw us out of the village and grab our land, they became vindictive and labelled my father-in-law as witch,"
she said.

We were pressurised not to file any FIR against the culprits, if we wanted to stay in our village. We obliged, as we do not want to
leave our land. Therefore, we have not faced any social exclusion so far from the community, she added.

However, at around 10 a.m. next morning police rushed to the spot with one platoon force and immediately admitted injured
persons to community health center at Kalayansinghpur. Later on, the district administration sub-collector and Tahasildar visited
the place. And after media coverage of the incident a case was registered and so far six persons, Apana Kandagiri (48}, Danu
Kandagiri (42), Eraka Kandagiri (46), Taudu Kandagiri (38), Apudu Kadraka (36), and Kantu Miniaka (37) have been arrested and
senttothejail.
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“The culprits have long accused my father and my elder brothers as well as other relatives residing in village of indulging in sorcery.
My brothers were severely beaten up and my father was killed. They accused us of being the reason for deaths in the village and
after a village meeting decided to  kill them. The truth is that two families of the village - Shyam Miniaka (55) and his son Kantu
Miniaka (38), as well as Banda Kandagiri (58) and his son Taudu Kandgiri (39) had enmity with us as my wife is sarpanch. So far
Kantu and Taudu have been arrested with other four accused "says Dhalabnadhu Kandagiri (38), son of the deceased, a teacher in
Majhiguda school.

He further adds "in tribal villages, people believe more on witch-doctors than on doctors. They believe that witch-doctors can not
only ascertain the presence of a witch but also identify themin the village.

The practice of witchcraft was never seen in our Kandha community before and never heard by our father and grand-father. We as
adivasis have our own beliefs, customs and religious system. But after some of us have been converted in to other religions like
Christianity and Hinduism and are misusing these beliefs to physically harm others which is very depressing. And, these blind beliefs
are becoming stronger now-a-days and we are becoming more superstitious."

“This is blind superstitious belief! There is nothing like witchcraft in our community” says Deo Praska (40) of Raghunathpur village
agrees with Dhalabnadhu from Kandha community.

Harsih Chandra Panigrahi who works with a local sangathan (Jan Bikash) and a local NGO (Jagaran) says "these kinds of incidents are
happening regularly in tribal villages and Rayagada district has witnessed an increase in such incidents. These cases are being used
by powerful people in the villages who try to spread these kinds of rumours for targeting people with whom they have dispute over
property, wealth, with whom they have enmity and want to take revenge. The district administration should take important steps
to create awareness programme and the proper implementation of the Odisha prevention of Witch Hunting Act should happen in
rightaway".
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Sambad, 17 Sept, 2014

this village. There is a small school named Lahanda
Munda Sahi primary school, due to low attendance,
most of time school is closed. The Joda district hospital is
10 km away from the village.

There is no clean drinking water in the village where
most of the families work as daily wages laborers in the
mines. The villagers produce corn, rice, vegetables etcin
theirland.

Most of the villagers addicted with country wine, and are
lostin an alcoholic haze,

The exception was Gura Munda and family who didn't
take any kind of alcoholic drink or country wine. Both the
couple worked as daily-wage laborers. Their elder son
worked as a truck helper. They had saved more than a six
figures for their future. They also had life insurance
policy of Rs 50,000. All of Budhuni Munda's children
studied in school. Budhuni was a caring mother
according to the ASHA worker and took good care of her
children. She took her children to the hospital for their
checkup, and vaccination. She followed ASHA worker's
advice, therefore, her children rarely suffered from any
diseases.

After the supply of electricity to the village, Gura Munda
brought a black and white TV to his home. All the
villagers came and watched TV at Gura Munda's home.
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Other families suffered from various diseases as they did not take proper care of their children. Gura Munda's family never suffered
because they all obeyed the doctor advice. As all were suffering from diseases except Budhuni and her family so, that villagers
suspected Budhuni as a witch. The villagers therefore planned to murder allthe members of the family.

Inthis murder, even Gura Munda's own brothers were involved and played a major role. Police have arrested all the accused Tumba
Munda, Sueina Munda, Baguni Munda, Suresh Munda, Iswar Munda, Mano Munda, Pandary Munda and Gopinath Munda, and
sent them to jail Badbil district jail. A Case (N0.95/2015) has been registered against the accused persons under the provision of IPC
Sections 452,302, 307, 34 and Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013 under section 4.

Sambhu Munda (9) and Ganita Munda (18) who had sustained serious injuries and were hospitalized are now they are staying atan
orphanage in Keonjhar.

Jenga Munda (60) mother of Gura Munda said that on the night of murder she slept at her Indira Avas home, she never imagined
terrifying incident in which she lost her middle son and six members of her family. She was surprised that her elder son Tumba
Munda, and the younger son Suenia Munda all involved in the murder.

Now days, except the kids all the members of the munda family are in jail. Kids and children are stay with their grandmother.

The Secretary of Maa Basanti Youth Club, Nirmal Kumar Mahanta said, “Here in the villages people are mostly illiterate and believe
in super natural powers, like witch craft, black magic etc. Around 10-12 years old children are forced to work as daily laborers. Here
people workin their land but do not have the legal rights over their property assets, leading to fight for theirown land.”

The Crime Branch is conducting further investigations into the case.
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18. Case Study: Bhagirathi Malik
Living in exclusion and fear: Bhagirathi Malik and his family

Bhagirathi Malik, around 75 years old lives in Dangapallivillage under Dunga
Gram Panchayat of Jagannath Prasad Tehsil of Ganjam District in Odisha. His §\
wife died 15 years back He has two sons and two daughters married

years and Bendudhar Mallk 20 years and youngest daughter Sukanti Mallk
18 years old. Bhagirathieked out his livelihood by providing service of Janito
the village deity 'gaon thakurani'. Bhagirathi recalled that “About 16 years
back, the villagers of Agnya Prasad invited me to serve the village deity as
Jani (traditional worshipper of Kondh community). Since then | have been
providing my service as Jani to the community. Every day | visit every

household of the village, collect rice called Shitali, cook the rice at the village

If they killed me, it would have been
better for me. It is very difficult to live
my life in exclusion and fear. | was
branded as witch and the act of forcibly
feeding me and my son with human
excreta is very humiliating. | have spent
the whole night weeping the reminded
of this act insult on me. - Bhagirathi,
Village : Dangapalli, Dist : Ganjam

\

temple, offer the same to Maa Thakurani, share out the offered Prasadto those
present and bring back the remaining to my home and share with my family
members.

“Some people in my village were very much envious about this and had very
often expressed their displeasure considering this act as the easiest way of
generating livelihood,” said Bhagirathi.

“I realised this when the main perpetrator engaged his own brother to provide
service to the village deity as Jani after branding me and my son as witch and
complaining to the villagers of Agnya Prasad to extricate me from the service”,

he added.
©A



Two months back on 14" June 2015, at around 11.00 pm Bhagirathi was chatting to |[“The whole act of branding me
his youngest son Benudhar sitting in veranda, all of a sudden a group of people || witch and violence on my family is
rushed in and started beating them mercilessly. They pulled them out and started || rooted on the conspiracy of
shouting, abusing and accusing that this old man is a witch and he including his || throwing us out from the village

family should be punished for this evil act. and snatching my homestead and
agriculture land: Bhagirathi,

Bhagirathi, said that he is not engaged in any kind of black magic but the mob did Village : Dangapalli, Dist: Ganjam

not pay attention and continued beating them. Later on the mob took them to the
village temple and told Bhagirathi and his son to take oath in the name of God
refraining from any black magic or witch craft.

The mob was not satisfied with this; they took both father and son to the mandap of the village and tied them to a pole.
The mob broke their teeth and forcibly fed them with human excreta.

Along with this they threatened that against their going to the police their family would be thrown away from the
village. They proclaimed boycott of the family from accessing the common resources and facilities. After this they were
freed but kept a watch on the household so that both of them can't go outside and lodge FIR against them. But after two
days Bhagirathi and his son managed to go out from the house and lodge a FIR in the Jagannnath Prasad Police Station
thatis 5 kms away from the village.

Upon the complaint of Bhagirathi, 8 persons were arrested and sent to the jail. One person out of eight, namely Ranjan
was a minor around 17 years, was sent to the juvenile jail in Berhampur. He was released on bail after a month and the
rest seven persons were released on bail after two months.

Bhagirathi said “the whole act of branding me as a witch and the ensuing violence on my family is a conspiracy of
throwing us out from the village and snatching my homestead and agriculture land.” Bhagirathi has a patta land of 10
acres out out of which about 9 acres of land does not have irrigation facility.

He is left with only one acre of cultivable land. His elder son is working in Chennai and the youngest daughter after taking
asixmonths free training on tailoring at Bhanjanagar is working in a textile company in Bangalore.
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Ramachandra Behera wanted to take away the homestead as well as agriculture land of Bhagirathi. Hence he hatched a
conspiracy of mobilising the people of the community and branded Bhagirathi as a witch branding.

Dr Kumuda Behera, a social worker with Dalit Adhikar Sangathan, a local non governmental organization, said that
“perpetrators of witch-branding often have wide support. It is only by creating awareness that lasting change can be
produced”.

Sudarshan Behera, the oldest man in the village of around 90 years said “branding innocent person as witch and physical
violence, like feeding human execreta is not right. This is an increasing trend here. The advasis has been taken to
Hinduism and engage in Nama Sankirtan (recitation of the holy name of hindu goddess) and this is why there is such
violence. This type of violence and witch branding is a conspiracy and rooted with the intention to hurt others because of
jealousy, intolerance and grabbing the land. “

Kampa Naik, adalit man, 60 years said “There is a strong belief of witch in the community, and | also believe it. The person
who does practice this kind of act should be punished and majority of the people in the community also have agreement
to this”.

It was observed during the interaction with community that almost all people don't have the awareness of the Odisha
Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013. In the absence of access to health facilities they do depend upon the witch doctor
for treatment of disease.

As per the report shared by the OIC, Jagannath Prasad, 9 cases related to witch branding were reported last year out
which 6 cases are related to women. The worst sufferers are single women, aged persons and dalits he added.
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19. Case Study: Jagabandhu Kalka
30-years-old youth burnt alive in witch hunting incident

The unfortunate incident occurred in Kana village under Sahada Gram Panchayat of Bissamcuttack
block in Rayagada district. The dominant community in the village is Paraja Kandha (a tribal
community) of approximately 35-40 households and an OBC family lives in the village. The main
source of livelihood of these families is agriculture and as seasonal workers. In addition, they depend
onthe forest to collect the non timber forest produces from nearby forest and sell in the local market.

Jagabandhu Kalka (30), a tribal youth, was attacked and burnt to death by the villagers accusing him of
practicing sorcery and held him responsible for the death of a fellow villager.

"The villagers accused my brother of being a sorcerer, on suspicion that he was performing sorcery and i
alleged that due to him one person

Asish Kumar Das, a social activist working with Jagaran,
an NGO working in this area, says "I have been
observing the drastic changes in the tribal community
in last 10-15 years. Initially in 1992, when we started
working with tribal people in Rayagada district, the
blind believe on witch craft and sorcery were not
prevalent among the tribals in these areas. The
numbers of cases have been steadily increasing due to
the influence of outsiders who have been migrated
from other districts to this tribal dominated district
many years back.
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named Bala Kalka was died in the
village. In fact he died due to some unknown reason, not because of
my brother". His voice chokes when he narrates how his brother was
dragged from his house, beaten up, struck with an axe and burnt
alive and how they were ostracised from their own community
(Paraja Kandha) in their village"- says Rajabandhu Kalka (35) elder
brother of deceased Jagabandhu.

Jagabandhu Kalka got elected as ward member of Kana village in last
election. He was also a seasonal migrant labourer who went to
Kerala in search of work during that period. He used to take contract
for the construction of village road jointly with other contractors of
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Rayagada. When he was in Kerala he got a work order from the Block office for the construction of a concrete road. He was not
aware of the order. Taking the advantage of his absence, Sukru Kalka and Makara Kalka, convinced the Block Development Officer
that Jagabandhu had died in Kerala and got the construction contract on their names to build the road. Jagabandhu returned from
Kerala came to know about his contract being fraudantly awarded to Sukru and Makra. He went to BDO to complain about the
incident. BDO was shocked on seeing him and Jagabandhu discovered how Sukru and Makara had got the contract.

Sukruand Makara, were village goons, they reprimanded him and beaten him up after he charged them with the fraud. This further
enraged Jagabandhuand he lodged an FIR againstthem.

Sukruand Makara apologized in avillage meeting for their deed and requested Jagabandhu to withdraw the case and agreed to pay
afine Rs. 5000 as decided by village panchayat against the crime they had committed. Jagabnadhu got convinced and withdrew the
case.

Since Sukru and Makara held a grudge for being fined Rs 5000, they started spreading the rumour about Jagabandhu of being a
sorcerer. They also accused him for the suspicious death of a villager Bala Kalka.

The only Sundhi (OBC) family of the village played a prominent role since he is the most powerful landlord in the village. Eventually
the village panchayat summoned him and asked him to prove himself innocent or pay a fine of Rs 20,000 and five goats within
seven days.

But suddenly on the third day of the meeting about 15 persons of the village including Sukru, Makra and father son duo of Sundhi
family came to his house.

Jagabandhu's father, mother, wife and sister-in-law were present at the time. They dragged him out of the house and his father
Ramsingh Kalka, 65 years old was beaten up when he tried to stop them and struck off Jagabandhu's head with an axe.

Meanwhile female members of the family went out to lodge a complaint at the police station. The still alive Jagabandhu was
carried to the nearby forest and burnt alive.

An FIR got lodged in Bissumcuttack PS by the family members and acting on the complzaint, police have arrested ten persons so far.
Soon after, both print and electronic media highlighted the issue.

“Itis very heartbreaking to say that our house has been empty since the incident, when my husband was attacked and brutally killed
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by a mob of villagers. The assailants killed him on the charge of sorcery. The incident has happened two months back when only
female members and my old 65 year old father-in-law were present at house. It was around 10 am in morning when he was getting
ready to go out, a group of villagers armed with axes, barged into our house and dragged him out, attacked and savagely beaten
him up, and later took him away to nearby forest. At that time we could not control the mob of almost 10-15 people and we ran
away from house to the nearby police station to call police. Later on, his body was discovered in nearby jungle with ligature marks on
head, neck, indicating he had been burnt alive. After the incident, we were forced out of our village and are now living in an
anganwadi centre of gram panchayat in Sahada around 2 km away from the village. This temporary shelter has been provided by
the Sarpanch. This was the conspiracy against my husband by other villagers who did not like my husband. He was targeted and
victimized by them as he was earning good money" says 30 year-old Santa Kalka, wife of deceased. "What is witch hunting, what is
black magic, | do not understand. | have never heard of those practices. | believe we have our unique cultural practices that have
been being practised by us (paraja kandha) since many generations. | have lost my young son and wish to save my other family
members. We are not able to go back our own village. We possess 7 acres of land and this year we can't cultivate the land. The
incident has been intentionally planned by some villagers who wanted to loot our land and could not see the progress of my son. lam
living in this temporary shelter in fear with my wife Milki Kalka (60), elder son Rajabandhu Kalka (35) and elder daughter-in-law
Laxmi Kalka(32), younger daughter-in-law Santa Kalka (30), daughter Suka Kalka (30) who is married and has 8 children" says 65
years old Ramsingh Kalka, father of victim.

Asish Kumar Das, a social activist working with Jagaran, an NGO working in this area, says "l have been observing the drastic
changes in the tribal community in last 10-15 years. Initially in 1992, when we started working with tribal people in Rayagada
district, the blind believe on witch craft and sorcery were not prevalent among the tribals in these areas. The numbers of cases have
been steadily increasing due to the influence of outsiders who have been migrated from other districts to this tribal dominated
district many years back. Adivasis have their own belief system, cultural practices, and religious system. They believe in worshiping
nature, village deities offering sacrifices for their own well-being. But it was not black magic or sorceries. These sacrifices or
offerings were not meant to harm others. But due to the influence of non-tribal people, their belief system and practices have been
named as black magic and sorcery. Afterwards Hindu and Christian influences on tribals have played a major role in Adivasi society
where most of them have started believing worshiping Hindu Gods and goddesses killing their traditional belief system. The
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practice of witch-hunting, has led to the torture and murder in these pockets. It has been seen that more than 50 per cent of the
tribal leaders have adopted and converted to other religions.

Overall sorceries or witch hunting is not just the result of superstition or deep-rooted beliefs, but a case of vengeance in disguise of
witch hunting where some people took revenge on Jagabandhu for their personal enmity. The state has passed Orissa Prevention of
Witch-hunting Act that makes every offence under the Act cognizable and non-bailable. The only hope for the victims of witch
hunting, sorceries and superstition is the properimplementation of the Act.
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20. Case Study: Gate Munda
Couple murdered and daughter gang raped in suspicion of sorcery

Pandu Munda, 35 and his wife, 30, with their three daughters, Mirza, 11, Tara, 8 and Damsa, 6 and son, Sagaria, 10 lived in a one
room thatched house in the village of Kalho Hundula. Niranjan Munda, the husband of the village ward member says, “the villagers
believe in ‘Dahani’ and the ‘Gunias’ are responsible for sustaining and strengthening such beliefs. The 'gunias' have made a
business out of witch hunting. Many such ‘Gunias’operate in this region but no action is being taken against them.”

Kalho Hundula is a small hamlet just twelve kms from Joda police station in Keonjhar district of Odisha, inhabited by around a
hundred families belonging to mostly to Munda, Majhiand Gonda tribes.

Pandu Munda worked as a labourer in the mines. He also had a small piece of arable land where he grew paddy, his wife worked as a
wage labourer. In a small piece of land around his thatched house they grew some vegetables.

Niranjan Munda, the husband of
the village ward member says,
“the villagers believe in ‘Dahani’
and the 'Gunias' are responsible
for sustaining and strengthening
such beliefs. The 'Gunias’ have
made a business out of witch
hunting. Many such 'Gunias’
operate in this region but no
action is being taken against
them.”
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Pandu had a running dispute with his neighbor Nidhi Munda on the boundary of his
homestead land. Incidentally, Sabita Munda, the daughter-in-law of Nidhi Munda had been
suffering from fever for a long time. On the 25" of November 2014, Nidhi Munda called a
'Gunia’, a witch hunter to perform puja at his home. The ‘Gunia’, Surendra Nayak belonging
Mahanebasa village, told him that that somebody has planted 'muda’ or black magic in
Nidhi's house and therefore his daughter-in-law's fever was not subsiding.

Sena Munda moved all over the village with a coconut in hand. Finally, Sena Munda dumped
the coconut in the earthen pot in which 'handia’, an alcoholic beverage was prepared at
Pandu Munda's house and declared his wife to be the witch or 'dahani'.

The ward member, Sunamani Munda fixed 30" November as date for resolution of dispute to
be taken up by the Grama Sabha.

On 29" November, 2015, Nidhi Munda and his son Upendra Munda, as well as Ibon Munda
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dragged Pandu Munda and his wife Gate Munda out of their house, beat them up severely and brutally killed them. Their children
were also severely beaten, frightened they ran to their maternal uncle's house 300 meters away. Their uncle hid them but did not
dare to come out and confront the murderers.

Not satisfied by their beastliness, the trio then dragged the eleven year old daughter of Nidhi and Gate Munda, Mirza out of her
friend's house and gang raped her. They left besides her lying besides her parents dead bodies thinking her to be dead after she
became unconscious.

The next day morning, Nidhi Munda, Upendra Munda and Ibon Munda went to the ward member and told him that there is no
need for the 'Gram Sabha' since they have already accomplished the task. Suspicious, the ward member along with other villagers
searched and found the dead bodies of Pandu and Gate Munda hidden under the hay stack. Mirza Munda in a serious condition
was discovered nearby. After Mirza narrated the gruesome happenings of night the ward member filed a written F.I.R. with the
Bileipada police station.

On 30" November, police seized the dead bodies and arrested Nidhi Munda, Upendra Munda, Ibon Munda, Sena Munda and the
'gunia’, Surendra Nayak. Bail was denied to them and all of them are now in the jail.

Nidhi Munda, Upendra Munda and Ibon Munda have been booked under sections 302, 307, 323, 354A, 376D, 201 and 34 of IPCand
under the POSCSO Act. Sena Munda has been booked under 302, 109, 376D and 34 IPCand 17 of POSCSO Act. Surendra Nayak has
been booked under 302, 109, 376D and 34 of IPCand 17 POSCSO Act. They are being tried under Case No.188/30.11.2014.

When Nidhi's daughter-in-law had continuous fever, he conspired with 'gunia’, Surendra Nayak to accuse Gate Munda as a 'dahani’
(witch). Ibon joined hands with Nidhi to average his grudge on Pandu Munda as he had acquired a house under Indira Avas scheme.
Onthatill fated day, they all consumed liquor together and executed the gruesome murder and rape.

Niranjan Munda, the husband of the village ward member says, “the villagers believe in 'dahani' and the 'gunias’ are responsible for
sustaining and strengthening such beliefs. The ‘gunias' have made a business out of witch hunting. Many such 'gunias' operate in
thisregion but no actionis being taken against them.”

The village is underdeveloped lacking in basic facilities like drinking water, roads, and health facilities. The women in the village
collect water by digging the soil. Of late a few bore wells have come up. There is no electricity in the area. The nearest primary
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school is situated two kms away from Kalho Hundula. Students have to walk through the hilly terrain and forest to reach the school.
The teachers mostly remain absent. The nearest Government primary health centre is at Basudebpur, 10 kms away from the
village. Majority of the adults in the village work as labourers in the nearby mines, a few are poor peasants. Agriculture is seasonal
and rain dependant, paddy, maize and some vegetables are grown seasonally. Belief in witchcraft is deep seated among the
people. There has been noinitiative by the government or any NGOs towards awareness campaign in the regard.

The wife of Nidhi Munda said that she did not know such a thing could happen. “All the male members in the family are in jail. What
todoand howto runthe family, | do not know. There is nothing to eat at home”, she said.

After the murder of Pandu and Gate Munda, the four siblings have been put into an orphanage at Trilokepur, Keonjhar by the
district administration. Their house remains abandoned and empty.
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21. Case Study : Jhunumani Santara
Stuck in a quagmire of blind beliefs

Twenty-five year old Jhunumani Santara a native of Bada Bhaliyadihi block, in Baripada

The only possible way to reduce
district was considered a witch, she was hounded and regularly harassed by the villagers. v P y

or stop this problem is through
long term planning and
awareness programmes said

President of Odisha Anganwadi
With her husband working as a migrant daily wage labourer in another state, Jhunumani Association Radharaman Sarangi.

stayed alone with her two daughtersin the village.

The mother of two, elder daughter is 8 years old and the youngeris 5 years, was considered
to be the reason for all the misfortunes in the village, be it sickness of animals, birds,
children and adult or any other loss.

Prafulla Santra, 55 years, of her village was always suffering from fever and no home
treatment seemed to work, so he thought it was the work of the witchery by Jhunumani. When she was going to take bath in the
village pond, he suddenly attacked her with a stickand thrashed her to death.

As her husband Dhanapati Santra was outside the state, therefore, his elder brother Jagamohan Santra reported the incident in the
police station. Police found her body and arrested Prafulla Santra, the culprit. He was booked under 302, 307 of IPC, case no
No.79/11, and was put under judicial custody, his bail was also rejected.

This incident had occurred in 6 October 2012, 4 years ago. On the month of May 29, 2015 the pending decision was taken by
Prasanta Das additional Judicial Judge of Baripada District , he declared Prafulla Santra as culprit and punished him with life time
imprisonment and ordered him to pay Rs.1000 as penalty.

Jhunumani's two minor daughters stay in their relative's house. Her husband Dhanapati Santra still works as a migrant daily
labourer. The accused Prafulla Santra also has 3 children. As he was the sole bread earner of his family his family's financial
conditionis very bad.

His wife now works as a daily labourer and takes care of their children. There is primary school in the village but the children of both
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the families will never go to school
due to their poor financial
condition.

The villagers here still suffer from
common diseases like fever and
cold, and the children suffer from
malnutrition and anaemia. When
an old man was asked that why
even after Jhunumani was killed,
the sufferings in the village
continued. Pat came the reply that
it might be the work of some other
witch!

The villagers do not go for modern
treatment but still follow the blind
beliefs of witch craft and home
remedy to reduce their sufferings
and cure their diseases.

The only possible way to reduce or
stop this problem is through long
term planning and awareness
programmes said President of
Odisha Anganwadi Association
Radharaman Sarangi.
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22. Case Study : Radha Samal
Witch hunting has turned a hardworking woman into a destitute

Radha Samal, aged around 60 years, a marginal farmer, lived a simple life with his family in Gobaralundi village, post office Sidhapur,
under Badagada police station in Ganjam district. A hard working man, he had two acres of cultivable land, apart from farming,
both husband and wife were engaged as daily labourers.

They have three children, two sons and a daughter. The daughter was married off and lives with her family. And with two sons
studying, things could only get brighter for the poor couple. But, suddenly Radha Samal was branded as a witch!

Such an unforeseen event turned Samal into a destitute, chased away from his land and house after being branded a witch, he
and his family now have nowhere to go.

After the sorcerer pointed Radha out as a witch all hell broke lose. The gunia Nityananda Mahakud by means of 'Khatabidya'
pointed out that Radha was a witch. The villagers dragged Radha Samal out of his house, beat him up and locked him inside a room
called the 'Kotha Ghara'.

A fine of Rs 2.10 lakhs was imposed on Radha, when he confessed his inability to pay such a huge amount they tied him to a pole
and fed him pigand human excreta. He was then ordered to stay at home to arrange for the fine.

Even after the matter was reported to Badagada police by Sanjaya Kumar Bisoi of Kesara village, who was present at the time of the
incident, no action was taken by the police.

Such an unforeseen event
turned Samal into a destitute,
Victim Radha Samal was forced to register a sale deed in favour of the brother of the accused || chased away from his land and
Kishor Praharajfor paying the fine amount in the court of Sub-Registrar, Sorada. house after being branded a

The police have not yet registered a case against the accused.

Not satisfied, after some days the accused persons Niranjan Swain, Balaram Samal, Kalia Rout, || witch, he and his family now
Dukhishyam Rout, Kishor Praharaj, Basu Chanda, Sadananda Rout, Rama Gouda, Bhagaban || have nowhere to go.
Gouda and few others came to the house of Samal who was confined in the house since
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incident. They knocked at his door and when he did not open the door, they broke open the door entered the house, dragged out
him by his hair, tore away his clothes and paraded him naked in the streets of the village.

They assaulted him and his children and abused him in filthy language. They took away all house hold items from the house. Radha
escaped from the house through the back door and left the village with all his family members and reached the Government
Hospital for treatment.

The matter was reported to the Badagada Police Station, but police hand in gloves with the culprits, does not take any action.
Radha with his wife is hiding in his relatives' house to save his life. He is suffering from physical injuries and mental agony of insult.

Villagers have also entangled Radha in false rape and murder cases with the help of local police. The villagers have forcefully
occupied his land and house.

His two sons had to stop their education and have gone out for search of job to other states.
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23. Case Study : Pana Hansda
Malaria causes death but villagers cry witchcraft

On 28 July 2014 a sixty-year-old woman, Pana Hansda, was beaten and paraded naked by
the villagers on the allegation of practicing witchcraft at Kusumi village, Badampahad But the villagers mostly tribals and
Police Station, Mayurbhanj district. illiterates, believe it to be a

The incident that triggered off such humiliation was the death of Susanta Hansda. || handiwork of a witch. Due to their
Eighteen-year-old Susanta was ill for a long time, when he became very serious he was || lack of awareness and poverty they
admitted to the hospital and was diagnosed with severe malaria. He could not be saved || are dependent upon witch doctor
and died. The doctors claimed that had treatment begun earlier he could have survived. called 'gunia’ and home remedies,
After taking the body back from hospital, someone among the mourners claimed to have || leadingto high mortality.

spied Susanta moving his hands and legs. This raised hopes among the family members
that he might be alive. A local sorcerer was called and he claimed that the dead could be
brought back to life through puja. He also confirmed to their belief that a witch had done black magic on Susanta. They family
members had long suspected Pana Hansda of practising black magic on their son.

Pana was also among the onlookers, but she went away in middle of the puja this triggered public anger, subsequently some people
dragged Pana out of her home, beat her severely and paraded her naked on the village street. Pana was seriously wounded; to add
to the humiliation her hair was also chopped, off, Pana fainted due to the torture meted out to her.

Some social activists rescued Pana Hansda and got her admitted to the district headquarter hospital in Baripada. A social worker
filed an FIR in Badampahar Police Station case No.21/14 and the case was registered under section 341, 290, 323, 506 and 34 IPC.
Acting on the FIR the police arrested the accused persons Purna Hansda, Sambhu Hansda, Mita Hansda and Gata Hansda and sent
them tojail. After some months they have now been released on bail, the case is now pending.

The areais highly affected by malaria; many people suffer from the dreaded disease and have died because of improper treatment.

But the villagers mostly tribals and illiterates, believe it to be a handiwork of a witch. Due to their lack of awareness and poverty
theyare dependent upon witch doctor called 'gunia’ and home remedies, leading to high mortality.
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24. Case Study : Sukumati Munda
Living in the shadow of fear

Sukumati Munda, a 35 year-old childless widow of Badakalimati village,
under Bamebari police station, in Keonjhar district in Odisha works in
mines as daily labourer for her livelihood. After her husband's death, she
was accused of being a witch by the villagers and was blamed for his
demise.

She was also held responsible for all sufferings in the village, any kind of
disease , joblessness, anything bad it was all her fault, she was tortured
and sometimes severely beaten in the public.

Even the shopkeepers behaved rudely when she went to buy things. The
helpless illiterate woman did not know about Odisha Prevention of Witch
Hunting Act and remained silent and tolerated all such nuisance. When she

They cultivate wheat, maize but due to lack of
processing facilities the maize fetches very low
price, the farmers here are dependent on the rain
for farming. Poverty and poor living conditions
leads to diseases among the villagers, but they
only depend on the black magician and never
consult the doctor. If the black magician does not
succeeded in curing anyone's disease he blames a
witch and says that suffering cannot be cured.

finally gathered courage and went to the village sarpanch. The Sarpanch didn't help her; he took the side of the villagers and

tortured her more.

On November 21, 2013 tired from work she was taking rest at her house, when suddenly some people broke into her house and

they forcibly dragged her out of the house.

On the cold night the villagers undressed her and thrashed her severely, they then made her go round the whole village naked. The
other villagers who did not participate looked on as silent onlookers but didn't protest as she was tied up to the tree and forced to
eat wastes and dung. They then beat her so severely that she fainted and thinking her to be dead left her there for good.

She was tied up the whole night to the tree. As the news spread, few villagers from the nearby village came and rescued her. They

advised herto go tothe police station and complain about the incident.
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They took her to the police station where she gave an FIR against the villagers and a case 52/15 was lodged against the miscreants
undersection452/341/323 of IPCand also under the section of 4(1) Odisha Prevention of Witch Hunting Act 2013.

Along with Nanda Munda three other villagers were also arrested. They have since got bail and returned back to the village.

Nothing changed, the villagers still suspect Sukumati of being a witch and causing illness. Sukumati now lives completely cut off
from the villagers and spend her life in fear of retribution by the accused. The police have warned the villagers so they stay away
from Sukumati without taunting her or threatening her.

There is no hospital in the village. There is a primary health centre 10 kms away from the village but most of the time it remains
closed. The villagers work as daily labours in the mines and other places. The mines are closed for more than 1 year and so most of
the villagers are jobless and forced to live in very poor conditions,

They cultivate wheat, maize but due to lack of processing facilities the maize fetches very low price, the farmers here are
dependent on the rain for farming. Poverty and poor living conditions leads to diseases among the villagers, but they only depend
on the black magician and never consult the doctor. If the black magician does not succeeded in curing anyone's disease he blames
awitch and says that suffering cannot be cured.
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Annexure
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No. 1669, CUTTACK, THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2013/BHADRA 7, 1935

SECRETARIAT
OF
THE ODISHA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
NOTIFICATION
The 29th Augsst, 2013,

No. 9543/L.A,,—The following Bill which has been mtroduced in the Odisha
Legislative Assembly on the 26th August, 2013 is herewith published under Rule 68 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Odisha Legislative Assembly for general
information.

THE ODISHA PREVENTION OF WITCH - HUNTING BILL, 2013
A

BILL

TO PROVIDE FOR EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO TACKLE THE MENACE OF WITCH
HUNTING AND TO PREVENT THE PRACTICES OF WITCH CRAFT IN THE STATE
OF ODISHA AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH AND INCIDENTAL
THERETO,

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the Sate of Odisha in the Sixty-fourth Year of the
Republic of India as follows: -

Shors titke. L. (1) This Act may be called the Odisha Prevention of Witch-hunting  Act, 2013,
extent and

e (2) It extends 1o the whole of the State of (xhisha,

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification,
appoint.

Definitions, 2. In this Act. unless the context otherwise requires, —

(a) “Witeh” means a woman, locally known as “Dahani’, “Dayan” or otherwise, who has
been identified by any person or persons believing her to be in possession of, or is
having, any evil power for causing any harm to any person or his property:



Prohibition of
witch-hunting
and practising
witch craft,

Penalty for
witch
hunting.

Penalty for
witch craft

Penalty foe
witch-
doctor,

(b) “Witch crafi” means use of supematural or magical power with evil intention to call
up spirit or cast spell or discover the whereabouts of stolen goods and includes such
other similar practices which are locally known as ‘Guni’, “Jhada phunka’, ‘Cot
Bidya', *Bata Bidya®, *Kula Bidya’. *Nakha Darpana’ or by any other name:

() “Witch-doctor” means a person who claims 10 be a Gunia, Tantrik, Kalisi or by any
other name called and claims or is believed to be having supernatural or magical power
to control or to cure @ witch or by performing rituals to free a woman from evil spirit
or bless & woman with a child or performs any ritual on behalf of any person with an
intention to harm a person;

(d) “Witch- hunting™ means any act ol omission, commission or conduct on
the part of any person,—

(i) identifying, accusing or defaming a woman as a witch, or

(ii) harassing, harming or injuring such woman whether
mentally or physically or damaging her property.

3. No person shall commit witch-hunting or exercise or practise witch craft with intent to
cause harm or injury to another person.

4. (1) Whoever, except in the cases provided for in sub-section (2), commits witch-
hunting, or abets, or provokes for wilch hunting, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to three years or with fine but which shall not be less than one
thousand rupees or with both,

(2) Whoever forces any woman, branding her as witch, to drink or eat any inedible
substance or any other obnoxious substance or parade her with painted face or body or
commits any similar acts which is derogatory to human dignity or displaced from her house,
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but
may extend to five years and with fine.

5. Whoever practises witch craft or other similar practices with intent to cause harm or
injury to any person shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less
than one year but which may extend to three years or with fine which shall not be less than
five thousand rupees or with both.

6. Whoever performs any practice as witch doctor knowingly that such practices shall
cause harm or imjury to the person upon whom such practices is being performed, shall be
punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but may extend
to three years or with fine which shall not be less than five thousand rupecs or with both.
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7. Whoever, having already been convicted of an offence punishable under this Act, is
convicted for the second offence or any offence subsequent to second offence, shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but may
extend to seven years and with fine which shall not be less than ten thousand rupees.

8. The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, and not in derogation of, the
provisions of any other law for the time being in force.

9. (1) Where a sentence of fine is imposed under sections 4,5,6 and 7 the Court shall, in
fixing the amount of fine, take into consideration the physical and mental damage caused to
the victim including any cost of treatment and also damage, if any, caused to the property.

(2) When a Court imposes sentence of fine, the court shall while passing judgment,
order the whole or part of the fine recovered to be awarded as compensation to the victim.

10. Every offence under this Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable.

[1. The State Government may make one or more schemes to conduct awareness
programme on blind belief and educate people about the absurd concept of evil spirit, witch
craft and for such other matters as the State Government may deem proper.
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